
 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 
For immediate release 

 
118th FAI General Conference 2024: Highlights 

 

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, 22 November 2024 – The 118th FAI General Conference was held from 19-

21 November 2024 in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, with 120 registered participants in attendance. The 

event, hosted by the Saudi Aviation Club (SAC), saw representation from 55 FAI Members and 

14 FAI Commissions.  

A significant highlight of the event was the election of American Greg Principato as the new FAI 

President for a two-year mandate.  

The new FAI President said: “FAI is the oldest global air sports organisation. It has a rich history – FAI 

history in many ways is the history of flight. I am so excited and honoured to have been chosen to lead 

FAI as President. There is much to do, and I can’t wait to get started.” 

The Conference commenced with the annual FAI Awards Ceremony on Tuesday 19 November, where 

the prestigious Medals and Diplomas were presented by FAI President David Monks and SAC General 

Supervisor Dr. Ahmed F. Alfahaid. 

Conference Highlights 

The full minutes of the Conference will be available at the beginning of 2025 

Elections 

Greg Principato of the USA was elected for a two-year mandate. 

At the recommendation of the newly elected FAI President and the Royal Aeroclub of the United 

Kingdom, the FAI General Conference bestowed the title of President of Honour upon David Monks 

who didn’t stand for re-election.  

Six Executive Board members were elected or re-elected. 

Composition of the Executive Board after the Conference 

President 

• Greg Principato, USA, elected 

Executive Directors 

• Igor Erzen, Slovenia, elected 

• Agust Gudmundsson, Iceland, re-elected 

• Timo Hyvönen, Finland, elected 

• Gillian Rayner, France, elected 

• Mary Anne Stevens, Canada, elected 

• Marina Vigorito, Italy, re-elected 

Secretary General 

• Markus Haggeney, Germany (non-voting member) 

Budget 



• The 2025 Budget was approved by the Conference.   

Membership 

• New FAI members welcomed (Active, class 10): 

o Botswana – Parachute Association of Botswana  

o Morocco - Royal Moroccan Federation of Light and Sports Aviation  

o Montenegro - Aeronautical Sports Federation of Montenegro  

o Oman - Oman Air Sports Committee  

• Temporary membership for 2025 granted for:  

o Cambodia - Cambodian Airsport Federation (new) 

o Laos – Lao Airsports Club 

o Paraguay - Paraguayan Parachutists Association 

Companions of Honour 

• Jacques Berlo, Belgium 

• David Hempleman-Adams, United Kingdom 

• Eric Mozer, USA 

Future General Conferences  

• Bid from Finland to host the 119th General Conference 2026 (Vantaa, Finland, 22-24 October 

2025) approved 

• Bids are open for the 120th General Conference 2026 
 

Editor’s note 

118th FAI General Conference: 

• Website   

• Logo  

• Pictures 

• Videos 

FAI Awards Ceremony 2024: 

• Pictures 

• Pictures (awardees only) 

• News: 2024 FAI Awards Ceremony: Honouring air sports’ greatest contributors 

• News: Gliding pilot Sebastian Kawa awarded with FAI Gold Air Medal 

FAI:  

• FAI logo  

• FAI media corner  
 
About FAI  
 
FAI, the World Air Sports Federation, is the world governing body for air sports and for certifying world 
aviation and space records. The FAI was founded in 1905 and is a non-governmental and non-profit-
making organisation recognised by the International Olympic Committee (IOC).  
 
FAI activities include Aerobatics, Aeromodelling, Airships, Amateur-Built and Experimental Aircraft, 

Balloons, Drones, Gliding, Hang Gliding, Helicopters, Manpowered Flying, Microlights, Parachuting, 

Paragliding, Paramotors, Power Flying and all other Aeronautic activities and Space records. 

• Facebook 

• Instagram 

• X 

https://www.fai.org/gc2024
https://cloud.fai.org/s/ko83iRW8m5Ewg85
https://www.flickr.com/photos/airsports_fai/collections/72157723310831066/
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLyXQtZ_gjrxB_O1sT8w8TipCjxqHfHRbF&feature=shared
https://www.flickr.com/photos/airsports_fai/sets/72177720322065778/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/airsports_fai/sets/72177720322050926/
https://www.fai.org/news/2024-fai-awards-ceremony-honouring-air-sports-greatest-contributors
https://www.fai.org/news/gliding-pilot-sebastian-kawa-awarded-fai-gold-air-medal
http://bit.ly/FAI_logo
https://www.fai.org/media
http://www.facebook.com/airsports.fai
http://www.instagram.com/airsports.fai
http://www.twitter.com/airsports_fai


• Flickr 

• Youtube 

• Website 

For more details, please contact the FAI: 
 
Faustine Carrera  
Communication Manager 
0041 21 345 10 70  
communication@fai.org   
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