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The IPC President convened the 48th Plenary Meeting of the FAI Parachuting Commission at 10:00 h on Saturday, February 1, 1997. He welcomed FAI Secretary General Max Bishop and announced that FAI President Eilif Ness would join the delegates during their afternoon session of February 1.








IPC PAGES ON THE INTERNET


	Prior to the the roll call and the welcoming address to the 48th Plenary Meeting, held at the Safari Park Hotel in Nairobi, Kenya, on February 1 and 2, 1997, the Danish observer Christian Rathenburg introduced the delegates to the IPC's presence on the Internet. Demonstrating how to access and make use of the IPC's pages under 





	"http://www.fai.org/~fai/parachuting/",





	Christian Rathenburg expressed his hopes that these pages - with their content controlled by the FAI Executive Officer Thierry Montigneaux and himself - will significantly improve the flow of information regarding all IPC matters.








1. 	WELCOME AND ROLL CALL


Aplogies for absence were received from the Bulgarian Federation of Air Sports, the Cyprus Air Sports Federation, the Aero Club of Lithuania and the Federation of Aeronautical Sports of Ukraine.


The authority of the delegates was verified. Delegates (voting representatives and observers) from 37 nations were present, 35 with voting rights. Written requests to be reprsented by proxy was received from 5 nations, raising the total of votes to 40.





Bulgaria				proxy to		Spain


Cyprus					proxy to 		United Kingdom


Lithuania				proxy to		Poland


Romania				proxy to		Turkey


Ukraine				proxy to		Russia





The delegates (and observers) in attendance at the roll call to the 48th Plenary Meeting of the FAI Parachuting Commission are listed in Addendum A to these Minutes. The delegates' address list was circulated throughout the Plenary Meeting; the updated address list - including all e-mail addresses - is attached as Addendum B to these Minutes.


The delegate from Kenya, Harro Trempenau, welcomed the delegates to the 48th Plenary Meeting on behalf of the Aero Club of East Africa.





2.	APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE 47TH IPC MEETING


	With the amendments to 1. Roll Call of Delegations - Pål Bergan, delegate, Odd Heimstad, alternate delegate, Tone D. Bergan, observer, and not Baard Kjos or Rune Midtgaard attending the 47th Plenary Meeting for Norway - and to 12.2 VIth WPC in Para-Ski 1997 - as already reflected in the Agenda of the 48th Plenary Meeting - the Minutes of the 47th Plenary Meeting were approved unanimously. Their approval was motioned by Australia and seconded by Austria.








3.	89TH FAI GENERAL CONFERENCE AND FAI ACTIVITIES REPORT


FAI Secretary General Max Bishop referred to 1996 as the "Year of the Internet". The FAI's methods of doing business, even the FAI's profile in the world at large, had significantly changed with the creation of the FAI's website. The FAI's site under





		http://www.fai.org/~fai/





had been accessed up to 20'000 times per week; the FAI Secretariat had received hundreds of e-mail messages at its address "sec@fai.org" every week.





He reported the IPC's pages as "under construction" and "containing most of the working documents" under "http://www.fai.org/~fai/parachuting/documents/";





He also encouraged the delegates to suscribe to and make use of the IPC's two mailing lists, one serving exclusively the IPC delegates and one the international parachuting community at large. For subscriptions, he asked the delegates to contact the FAI Secretariat by e-mail at:


"sec@fai.org".





He commented on the impeccable organization of the 1996 General Conference in Bled, Slovenia, by this country's IPC delegate Srecko Medven. He pointed out that the FAI Statutes had been modified to allow the FAI President to serve up to six one-year terms. At the same time, the IPC Honorary President Eilif Ness had been elected for an unprecedented third term of office as FAI President.





In closing, the Secretary General wished the Turkish Aeronautical Association well in the difficult task of organizing the 1997 World Air Games.








4.	REPORT ON IPC ACTIVITIES DURING THE PAST YEAR





4.1	The President's Report


IPC President Claude Gillard read his report (Agenda Annex 1) on the IPC's activities during 1996. He also expressed his hopes that the IPC's presence on the Internet and the regular exchange of e-mails between delegates will ultimately improve overall IPC communications, cutting down on the delegates' workload during the days leading up to the IPC Plenary Meeting.


The IPC President's Report 1996 is posted on the FAI's site under:


"http://www.fai.org/~fai/parachuting/meetings/agenda_1997_annex1.html"





4.2	Decisions by the IPC Bureau


IPC President Claude Gillard reported that no decisions had to be taken by the IPC Bureau during 1996.




















5.	SPORT PARACHUTING AT THE OLYMPIC GAMES


IPC/IOC Liaison Officer Roland Hilfiker referred the delegates to his written report "The Olympic Year" (Agenda Annex 2). He praised the FAI's efforts in attempting to develop its own "Olympic-style" property with the World Air Games. He congratulated the Turkish Aeronautical Association for the dedication in making their first edition a resounding success.





The report "The Olympic Year" is posted on the FAI's site under:


"http://www.fai.org/~fai/parachuting/meetings/agenda_1997_annex2.html"








6.	SPORT PARACHUTING AT THE IWGA WORLD GAMES


Meet Director Olli Luoma briefed the delegates on all organizational aspects of the parachuting and skydiving events at the World Games Lahti 1997. World Games Coordinator Roland Hilfiker referred the delegates to the written report (Agenda Annex 3). He asked for the allocation of IPC funds to what he described as a "quest for excellence", as an "excellent opportunity to showcase competitive parachuting and skydiving events to the world and to the Olympic Movement".





The report on the World Games Lahti 1997 is posted on the FAI's site under:


"http://www.fai.org/~fai/parachuting/meetings/agenda_1997_annex3.html"








7.	WORLD AIR GAMES - STATUS REPORT


The Turkish delegate, Prof. Dr. Attila Taçoy, addressed the Plenary Meeting and emphasized the Turkish Aeronautical Association's unwavering commitment to make history in air sports by hosting the first edition of the FAI World Air Games in his country. He urged the delegates to support the World Air Games by ensuring that all their nations attend.





World Air Games Air Sports Coordinator Srecko Medven compared the First World Air Games to Winter Olympic Games in such important aspects as participation and logistics. He expressed his hopes that the success of their first edition will help them develop the media impact of "Olympics" in air sports. He referred the delegates to his written report on the 1996 Test Competitions (Agenda Annex 4) and to the World Air Games Information Bulletin # 1. The latter was distributed in early December 1996 to every NAC and can be accessed under





"http://www.fai.org/~fai/wag/bulletin1.html"





on the FAI's Internet site. The World Air Games Bulletin # 2 is to be circulated and posted on the FAI's site in the nearest future. As pointed out by Srecko Medven, the entry deadline of June 1, 1997, is of singular importance to participants in the World Air Games parachuting and skydiving events.





IPC Event Expert Fritz Wegerer referred the delegates to the various reports on the 1996 Test Competitions (Agenda Annexes 4, 8, 11, 17) and briefed them on further organizational aspects of the parachuting and skydiving events at the World Air Games 1997.





The Australian delegation received clarification from Bülent Özen regarding the discounts offered by Turkish Airlines (THY) to World Air Games participants. The 50% reduction applies to the published regular fares of THY only. This reduction does not apply to special excursion fares offered by THY. Similarly, the range of applicable discounts on the World Air Games entry fees was explained and confirmed by Bülent Özen to Graeme Windsor, Australia.





	CISM ACTIVITIES 1997


CISM/PTCP President Wolfgang Pflegerl reported on the XXVIth Military World Parachuting Championships in Cerklje, Slovenia, in attendance were a record 41 nations (256 athletes: 199 men, 57 women). He expressed regret that the IPC missed out on the opportunity to hold its Judges Course as planned jointly with CISM in Enns, Austria, in January 1997. He announced the dates for the CISM competitions in 1997.








8.	IPC 2000 WORKING GROUP


IPC 2000 Chairwoman Gilian Winter circulated the second page to her 1996 Report, which was unfortunately omitted in Agenda Annex 5, and the document "IPC 2000 Report - 1997 IPC Plenary Meeting", containing various suggestions to improve upon a wide range of matters raised in the IPC 2000 Open Meeting, among the delegates. The document included suggested modifications to IPC Internal Regulations and a draft version of "Guidelines for Annual Plenary Meetings". She strongly recommended that the delegates eventually elevate her working group to the status of Permanent Technical Subcommittee and change its name to "IPC Development Committee".





FAI President Eilif Ness had  joined the delegates earlier, while their Plenary Meeting was already in progress.





	THE FAI PRESIDENT'S REPORT


FAI President Ness spoke of the IPC's role within the FAI, the IPC's loyalty to the World Air Games, and its determination to create a marketable product with this multidisciplinary event that should also improve "togetherness" among all air sports. President Ness reported on the further securing of the proprietary rights to all FAI events, which are to be administered by the different Air Sports Commissions, and on the approval of "Rules on Advertising for the FAI World Air Games". He emphasized the FAI's indebtedness to the Turkish Aeronautical Association, which was assuming considerable financial risks as the organizers of the first edition of FAI World Air Games.








9.	STYLE AND ACCURACY ACTIVITIES


Style and Accuracy Subcommittee Chairman Srecko Medven referred the delegates to the written reports (Agenda Annex 6). He outlined his Subcommittee's position on choosing innovative directions for future competitions in the classical events.


 


9.1	XXIIIrd World Parachuting Championships in Style and Accuracy 1996


	Hungarian delegate Miklós Gajdan, FAI Controller John Hitchen and Chief Judge Dr. Roger Flinn reported on the XXIIIrd World Parachuting Championships in Style and Accuracy, held in Békéscsaba, Hungary, September 14 - 22, 1996. The awarding of US$ 5'100, retained by the FAI Controller and the International Jury at Békéscsaba, on behalf of the FAI, because they felt that no charges for the particpants' travel Budapest to Békéscsaba should have been made by the organizers, was to be decided by the Plenary Meeting.





	After considering the issue during a special meeting of the Bureau, the latter recommended that the IPC retain enough money from the WPC entry fees to repay all those participants who paid for for their travel from Budapest to Békéscsaba.  This amounted to US$ 5'100.  The Hungarian delegate objected, saying that the organizers made many considerations on behalf of the competitors which cost them a great deal of money, such as waiving the late entry fees for participating nations who registered late. The Bureau's recommendation was approved by a secret vote of the Plenary: 28 votes in favor, 12 votes against.





9.2.	IXth World Cup of Champions 1997


	Bülent Özen briefed the delegates on organizational aspects of the IXth World Cup of Champions, to be held in Efes, Turkey, during the World Air Games 1997. He announced the dealine of June 1, 1997, for entries into the World Cup and referred the delegates to the World Games Information Bulletins regarding discounts and payment schedules for the entry fees: 


	"http://www.fai.org/~fai/wag/bulletin1.html"





	Richard "Buzz" Bennett, the Canadian delegate, received clarification that the date appearing on the transfer slip will constitute the "date of payment" for the entry fees.


	John Hitchen, the delegate from the United Kingdom, proposed to have an additional set of World Cup of Champions medals awarded to complement the World Air Games medals. He subsequently withdrew his proposal.





9.3.	Future Continental Parachuting Championships in Style and Accuracy





9.4	Future World Parachuting Championships in Style and Accuracy





9.5	Freefall Style and Accuracy Competition Rules 1997


	The 1997 Competition Rules for Style and Accuracy are posted on the FAI's site under:


	"http://www.fai.org/~fai/parachuting/documents/".








10	FORMATION SKYDIVING


	Formation Skydiving Subcommittee Chairman Pål Bergan referred the delegates to his written report (Agenda Annex 9). He outlined his Subcommittee's position on adopting new competition formats in Formation Skydiving (16-Way World Cup) and the establishing of "Guidelines for the Running of Formation Skydiving Competitions". He commended IPC Ist Vice-President B.J. Worth's efforts in organizing the large formation world record attempts in Anapa, Russia. In the same matter, IPC President Claude Gillard moved from the chair to have the participants' achievement of the largest freefall formation ever, the 297-way, recognized by issuing them an IPC Certificate of Achievement. The IPC President's motion was carried by acclamation.





10.1	IInd World Cup and European Championships of Formation Skydiving 1996


	Belgian delegate Philippe Baldewijns circulated and expanded upon his report on the IInd World Cup and European Championships of Formation Skydiving 1996. French delegate Patrice Girardin observed that the medals awarded by the Belgian organizers were not  necessarily adequate for a First Category FAI Competition.





10.2	XIIth World Championships in Formation Skydiving 1997


	Pål Bergan, Chairman of the Subcommittee, reported on the discussions among the Subcommittee members, the organizers of the 12th WC in FS, and the WAG organizers, regarding the proposed dates. These dates were proposed as follows:





			10-12 Sept.	Training 


			12 Sept.	Arrival Day


			13 Sept.	1st Day of Competition


			20 Sept.	Last Day of Competition


			21 Sept.	WAG Closing Ceremonies


			22 Sept.	Departure Day





	These dates were approved unanimously.





	Bülent Özen briefed the delegates on organizational aspects of the XIIth World Championships in Formation Skydiving, to be held in Efes, Turkey, during the World Air Games 1997. He announced the dealine of June 1, 1997, for all entries into the World Championships and referred the delegates to the World Games Information Bulletins regarding discounts and payment schedules for the entry fees:


	"http://www.fai.org/~fai/wag/bulletin1.html".





10.3	IIIrd World Cup and European Championships of Formation Skydiving 1998


	Portugese voting representative Francisco Caeiro Martins presented a bid on behalf of the Portugese Parachuting Federation for the IIIrd World Cup and European Championships of Formation Skydiving to be held at Evora, Portugal, from September 19 to 27, 1998. Entry fees were quoted at US$ 750 (accompanying personnel), US$ 850 (competitor, one event) US$ 950 (competitors, two events). Upon a motion by Norway, which was seconded by Belgium, the event was awarded to Portugal.








10.4	Future World Parachuting Championships in Formation Skydiving





10.5	Formation Skydiving Competition Rules 1997


	The 1997 Competition Rules for Formation Skydiving are posted on the FAI's site under:


	"http://www.fai.org/~fai/parachuting/documents/".








11	CANOPY FORMATION


	Canopy Formation Subcommittee Chairman Patrice Girardin referred the delegates to his written report (Agenda Annex 12). He praised the efforts of the Indonesian Air Sports Federation (FASI) in putting on the highly successful VIth World Parachuting Championships in Canopy Formation and he commended the organizer's - Stephan Heusser of Switzerland - efforts in successfully establishing an official Canopy World Record - the 53-way - in Kassel, Germany. Patrice Girardin announced that he would step down form the Subcommittee's chair at the 49th IPC Plenary Meeting in 1998.





11.1	VIth World Parachuting Championships in Canopy Formation 1996


	The Indonesian delegate Ahmed Solihin distributed and commented on his comprehensive report on the VIth World Parachuting Championships. He reported on FASI being able to close the World Championships' financial excercise with a surplus of US$ 50'000 in revenue, most of it through sponsorships and donations. With the event's positive impact on the popularity of parachuting in Indonesia lasting past the event itself, additional sponsorships and donations (US$ 200'000) had been obtained by FASI for 1997. Ahmed Solihin's remarks were met with acclamation by the Plenary. IPC President Claude Gillard commended Ahmed Solihin and FASI for their professionalism.





11.2	Future World Parachuting Championships in Canopy Formation


	U. K. alternate delegate Bob Card presented the bid on behalf of the Royal Aero Club of the United Kingdom to organize the VIIth World Parachuting Championships in Canopy Formation in Aldershot, U.K., from July 18 to 26, 1998. Much discussion ensued regarding the entry fees: £ 500 Sterling (accompanying personnel), £ 555 Sterling (competitor, one event), £ 655 Sterling (competitor, two events), £ 700 Sterling (competitor, three events). Canadian delegate Richard "Buzz" Bennett received clarification that the submitted Bid Form (Agenda Annex 14) did not contain any typing errors (£ Sterling instead of US$); Kenyan delegate Harro Trempenau received clarification that the quoted entry fees included military barrack accomodation, and that the hotel/motel accommodation would only be available at the particpants' expense. Bob Card promised the delegates "value for money", went on record by stating that he had "reason to believe that HRH Prince Charles would attend a World Parachuting Championships at Aldershot", and he explained that the event would be organized with the explicit aim of "bringing parachuting to the public".





The U.K.'s bid was supported by the Canopy Formation Subcommittee. The VIIth World Parachuting Championships in Canopy Formation was awarded to the United Kingdom with 17 votes in favor, 2 votes against and 2 abstentions. 





11.3	Future World Cups of Canopy Formation


	The American delegate B.J. Worth presented a bid on behalf of the National Aeronautic Association to host the 4th World Cup of Canopy Formation 1997 at Spearfish, South Dakota, USA. With the exact dates still needing to be determined, the Plenary awarded the event to the United States, approving two proposed entry fee packages. Package A, including local transport, accommodation and food: US$ 500 (accompanying personnel), US$ 615 (competitor, one event), US$ 750 (competitor, two events), US$ 885 (competitor, three events). Package B, practice/competition jumps and opening/closing banquet: US$ 50 (accompanying personnel), US$ 300 (competitor, one event), US$ 435 (competitor, two events), US$ 570 (competitor, three events).





	The Bureau was empowered to approve the actual dates of the World Cup, as well as the names of the FAI/IPC personnel involved in the event, upon recommendation from the Canopy Formation Subcommittee. A final stipulation was made that a decision on these matters take place by March 31, 1997.





11.4	Canopy Formation Competition Rules 1997


	The 1997 Competition Rules for Canopy Formation are posted on the FAI's site under:


	"http://www.fai.org/~fai/parachuting/documents/".








12.	PARA-SKI


	Para-Ski Subcommittee Chairman Dr. Peter Mennel referred the delegates to his written report (Agenda Annex 15).





12.1	VIth World Parachuting Championships in Para-Ski 1997


	The Bulletin # 1 for the VIth World Parachuting Championships 1997 is posted on the FAI's site under:


	"http://www.fai.org/~fai/parachuting/competitions/wpc1997_paraski_bul1.html".





12.2	Future World Championships in Para-Ski





12.3	Para-Ski Competition Rules 1997


 	The 1997 Competition Rules for Para-Ski are posted on the FAI's site under:


	"http://www.fai.org/~fai/parachuting/documents/".








13.	FREESTYLE SKYDIVING AND SKYSURFING


	Freestyle Skydiving and Skysurfing Subcommittee Chairman Ronald Overdijk referred the delegates to his written report (Agenda Annex 16).


	Additionally, Ronald Overdijk pointed out to the delegates that the February 1997 Bulletin of his Subcommittee, containing updated information, would be posted on the FAI's site under:


	"http://www.fai.org/~fai/parachuting/committees/fss_1997bulfeb.html" 





13.1	Ist World Cup of Freestyle Skydiving and Skysurfing 1996


	Bülent Özen reported on the Ist World Cup of Freestyle Skydiving and Skysurfing.





13.2	Ist World Championships in Freestyle Skydiving and Skysurfing 1997


	Bülent Özen briefed the delegates on organizational aspects of the Ist World Championships in Freestyle Skydiving and Skysurfing, to be held in Efes, Turkey, during the World Air Games 1997. He announced the dealine of June 1, 1997, for all entries into the World Championships and referred the delegates to the World Games Information Bulletins regarding discounts and payment schedules for the entry fees: 


	"http://www.fai.org/~fai/wag/bulletin1.html".





13.3	Future FAI Event in Skysurfing 


Brazilian voting representative Jorge Derviche announced an Invitational Skysurfing Competition - held as part of the World Nature Games and under the auspices of the FAI - in São Miguel do Igaçu, Brazil, from September 28 to October 5, 1997. He reported that there would be a significant cash prize and sponsorship.





13.4	Freestyle Skydiving and Skysurfing Competition Rules 1997


	The 1997 Competition Rules for Freestyle Skydiving and Skysurfing are posted on the FAI's site under:


	"http://www.fai.org/~fai/parachuting/documents/".








14.	THE SUBCOMMITTEE FOR JUDGING


	Acting Judging Subcommittee Chairman Richard "Buzz" Bennett reported on the Subcommittee's work during the IPC meeting.  It is the intention of the Subcommittee that the Judge's Annex be discontinued after 1997.  Video tapes for training judges will be made available sometime in 1997, and a set of comprehensive evaluation tapes will be prepared for 1998.





14.1	Proposed Changes to the General Judging Rules





Richard "Buzz" Bennett outlined the Subcommittee's proposed changes to the Judging Rules which had been distributed to the delegates.





The Chairman ruled that a proposal to require WPC Organisers to fund travel for Event Judges could not be voted upon as notice was not included in the Agenda and he requested that the matter be held over until the next meeting.





France objected to the method of selecting Chief Judge in 4.6.1.1 and moved that the wording be changed to read « ...by a panel composed of the Chairperson of the Judges Subcommittee, the Chairman of the relevant Competition Subcommittee and the Organiser. » A written vote resulted in 20 for 19 against.





The amendment and the other proposed rule changes were unanimously approved. The 1997 General Judging rules are posted on the FAI's WWW site under:


	"http://www.fai.org/~fai/parachuting/documents/".





14.2	The FAI Judges List


	Richard "Buzz" Bennett strongly reminded the delegates that each nation's list of FAI Judges and its proposed Judges for FAI competitions must be submitted 45 days prior to the annual Plenary Meeting, and that in the future this rule will have to be strictly adhered to.  Also, he reminded the delegates that the list of proposed Judges for FAI competitions must include the full address and contact numbers for each Judge.  The Subcommittee for Judging will prepare an official form for this purpose.  Both lists of FAI Judges for 1997 were unanimously approved. They are attached as Addendum C and Addendum D to these Minutes.





14.3	Judging Courses for 1997 and 1998


	Netherlands proposed a training course for Judges March 20-23, 1997, for freestyle and skysurfing.  The number of entrants will be 6 - 12, and the cost will be USD 100 per entrant.  Richard "Buzz" Bennett encouraged other nations to organize judges training courses.








15	THE SPORTING CODE SUBCOMMITTEE


	Sporting Code Subcommittee Chairman B.J. Worth reported on the work of the Sporting Code Subcommittee during 1996, and referred to his report submitted with the Agenda.  He presented information about the FAI's current effort to develop and implement a FAI Doping Policy, and alerted the delegates about the possibility that some medicinal drugs could test positive as banned substances.  More information on this matter will be presented as it becomes available.





15.1	Proposed Amendments to the Sporting Code, Section 5


	Richard "Buzz" Bennett, Secretary of the Sporting Code Subcommittee, explained the proposed changes to Section 5 of the Sporting Code.  Most changes (Agenda Annex 19) were clerical.  These proposed changes were unanimously approved.





	Richard "Buzz" Bennett also presented proposed changes to the Sporting Code from the Technical and Safety Subcommittee (improving upon the proposals contained in Agenda Annex 20), which were distribute to the delegates. These proposed changes were unanimously approved.





	The Sporting Code's General Section and the 1997 version of Section 5 are posted on the FAI's site under:


	"http://www.fai.org/~fai/parachuting/documents/".





15.2	IPC Internal Regulations


	IPC President Claude Gillard reported to the delegates that he would be reviewing the IPC Internal Regulations during the coming year, and would be proposing modifications to them with the Agenda for the 1998 Plenary Meeting.  He encouraged the delegates to send him any recommended changes to the Internal Regulations.  In conjunction with his work on the Internal Regulations, President Gillard said he would develop a bid form for submitting bids for future IPC Meetings.








16	THE TECHNICAL AND SAFETY SUBCOMMITTEE


	Technical and Safety Subcommittee Chairman Liam McNulty reported on the work during the past year by referring the delegates to his written report (Agenda Annex 21).





16.1	Future Technical Congresses


	There were no proposals for hosting a future Technical Congress. Liam McNulty speculated that the reduced attendance in the most recent Technical Congress - Paris, 1996 - may have been due to the increased international attendance at the PIA Symposium.  





16.2	The Annual IPC Safety Survey


	Liam McNulty presented the results of the 1995 Safety Survey, which was distributed to the delegates.  








17	IPC BUDGET


	Treasurer's Report:  IPC First Vice-President B.J. Worth reported on the IPC budgets which were distributed to the delegates.  Included were the original 1996 Budget (approved in 1996); the final accounting pertaining to the 1996 Budget, the original 1997 Budget (approved in 1996), the Revised 1997 Budget (proposed for approval in 1997), and the 1998 Budget (proposed for approval in 1997).  The Revised Budget for 1997 and the proposed Budget for 1998 were modified and approved.  It should be noted that the approved Revised Budget for 1997 includes USD 5,100 to be used to repay the travel costs incurred by participants of the 23rd World Parachuting Championships Style and Accuracy in Hungary.  The  Revised Budget for 1997 and the Budget for 1998 are attached as Addendum E to these Minutes.�There was considerable discussion on the discrepancies between the amount of USD's deposited within the IPC account and the amount of USD's indicated to be currently in this account.  B.J. Worth explained that the FAI kept the IPC funds in Swiss francs, and that the Swiss franc had devaluated during the past year relative to the U.S. dollar.  It was agreed that the Treasurer would work with FAI Headquarters to determine if the IPC should maintain its accounts in U.S. dollars.  








18	AWARDS


	Germany nominated Helmut Cloth, inventor of the CYPRES Automatic Activation Device, for the FAI Gold Medal. Mr. Cloth's nomination will be up for consideration by the 49th Plenary Meeting in 1998. Germany also nominated Thomas Spielvogel, perennial German Champion in Formation Skydiving, for the Leonardo da Vinci Diploma. Mr. Spielvogel's nomination will be up for consideration by the 49th Plenary Meeting in 1998. Austria nominated Peter Mennel, Chairman of the Para-Ski Subcommittee, for the Leonardo da Vinci Diploma. Dr. Mennel's nomination will be up for consideration by the 49th Plenary Meeting in 1998.





18.1	The FAI Gold Parachuting Medal


	The FAI Gold Parachuting Medal  was unanimously awarded to Patrick Castella, France.





18.2	Leonardo da Vinci Diploma 


 	No nominations for the Leonardo da Vinci Diploma had been received for consideration in 1997.�




















19.	FAI Sporting Calendar 1997/1998:


	There were only two requests from delegates for events to be included in the 1997 FAI Calendar:  1997 US Nationals in Perris, California USA (revised dates: October 4 - 19) and the VIth Latin American Parachuting Championships in Bogota, Colombia, March 4 - 12, 1997, including Style and Accuracy, 4-Way Formation Skydiving and Canopy Formation events.


	The Aero Club of Italy had requested earlier that the VII Trofeo Città di Belluno, August 8 - 10, 1997, also be included in the FAI Sporting Calendar. The latter is posted on the FAI's site under:


	"http://www.fai.org/~fai/parachuting/competitions/".








20.	OTHER BUSINESS


	French delegate Patrice Girardin presented his proposal that all FAI parachuting events in 1997 be associated with the 200th anniversary of the first parachute descent, by including the following phrase on all official papers:  "Bi-centenary of First Parachute Descent by Andre Garnerin on October 22, 1797."  This proposal was unanimously approved.�Style and Accuracy Subcommittee Chairman Srecko Medven encouraged all delegates to help find interested parties to bid on the development of judging equipment for style.�A motion to change the title of the "IPC 2000 Working Group" to "IPC Development Working Group" was unanimously approved.








21.	ELECTIONS





21.1	Confirmation of Subcommittees:  All Subcommittees were unanimously approved. Their compositions are listed and attached as Addendum F to these Minutes.





21.2	Claude Gillard, Australia, was re-elected IPC President by acclamation.





21.2c	Nominations for IPC 1st Vice-President:  Robert Card, United Kingdom, B.J. Worth, United States of America.





21.2d	B.J. Worth was re-elected IPC 1st Vice-President.





21.2e	Nominations for IPC Vice Presidents:  Patrice Girardin, France; José Luis Bahón, Spain; Srecko Medven, Slovenia; Robert Card, United Kingdom.





21.2f	Patrice Girardin and José Luis Bahón were re-elected as IPC Vice Presidents.





21.2g	Nominations for IPC Technical Secretary:  Roland Hilfiker, Spain; Gillian Winter, France





21.2h	Gillian Winter was elected IPC Technical Secretary.





21.2i	Roland Hilfiker was appointed as IPC/IOC Liaison Officer by acclamation.








22.	DATE AND PLACE FOR THE NEXT MEETINGS





22.1	All nations which submitted bids with the Agenda to host the 1998 IPC meeting withdrew their bids.  Israel submitted a proposal to host the IPC meeting in Tel Aviv in 1998.  Since Israel's bid was not included in the Agenda, the Plenary approved by the required 2/3 majority to place this bid on the table for consideration.  By written ballot, the bid for Tel Aviv failed to receive the required 2/3 majority to move the meeting from Paris, and was therefore defeated.  Due to the difficulties encountered by Israel in this matter, the FAI President suggested that in the future, the matter of selection of the meeting site be included under the Agenda item "Other Business".  �Portugal offered to place its bid to host the 1998 IPC meeting (Agenda Annex 23) back on the table. Portugal's bid was approved.  The dates for the next IPC meeting will be 4-8 February 1998, in Vilamoura, Portugal. Delegates, alternate delegates, voting representatives and observers will be charged US$ 600 (double occupancy) or US$ 750 (single) for five nights' accomodation - including a full meal plan - in a **** hotel.





22.2	Although no bids were submitted to host the 1999 IPC meeting, Israel indicated that it may submit such a bid with the 1998 Agenda.





22.3	Australia, Slovenia, and the United Arab Emirates indicated their intention to bid to host the IPC Meeting in 2000.  





22.4	The USA Delegate indicated that the USA intended to bid to host the 2001 IPC Meeting in conjunction with the PIA Symposium. More information at the 1998 IPC meeting. 








23.	MEETING CLOSURE	


The 48th IPC Plenary Meeting was finally adjourned at 18:00 h on February 2, 1997, after it had been in session for more than 13 hours!














Drawn up by the IPC Technical Secretary Roland Hilfiker.


Approved by the IPC President Claude Gillard.











FAI Parachuting Commission, IPC			48th Plenary Meeting, Nairobi, Kenya, February 1 - 2, 1997
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