December 16, 2002

The Japan Aeronautic Association

hereby nominates

Yusuke YAMAZAKI

as candidate

for the

FAI Hang-gliding Diploma

Yusuke Yamazaki contributed greatly to the progress and development of hang-gliding and paragliding in Japan.

Meeting hang-gliders for the first time while traveling in the U.S. in 1974, he flew a hang-glider in various places around the world. Returning to Japan in 1976 he started promoting this new flying tool throughout Japan. He was also seen in various TV programs in Japan which contributed greatly to promotion of hang-gliding.

 The first Japanese hang-gliding pilot to participate in the World Championship in 1976, he was also active in developing new flight areas and organizing various events as a key official, including the World Hang-gliding Championship held at Beppu, Japan in 1981 and the International Hang-gliding Cross-country events at Wakayama held in 1990~1993 and the Japan Paragliding Nationals in 1996. 

 He is also known as an indispensable figure at the “Birdman Rally”, a yearly contest for human-powered aircraft, and has served as chief judge of the event for 27 years.
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