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	FÉDÉRATION AÉRONAUTIQUE INTERNATIONALE

BALLOONING COMMISSION  CIA
COMMISSION D’AEROSTATION


CIA Conference 
Lausanne Switzerland
18-21 March 2014 


Agenda AA/AM Working Group
Committee members

Chairman
Mark Sullivan (USA)

Members:


Martine Besnainou (FRA)


Luc van Geyte (BEL)


Stefan Handl (GER)


David Levin (USA)


Gerald Stürzlinger (AUT)


Kurt Frieden (CHF)
· Roll call, apologies for absence

· review last year's minutes 

· Approve Agenda

· 2013 Gordon Bennett 

Discussion on last year’s Gordon Bennett, review the Jury report  
Discussion topics for the CIA meeting in March 2014

1. At the present time we only regulate the size of the aerostat to 1000 cubic meter with an allowed tolerance of 5%.

Should we also have a minimum system weight to make the event fairer?  One country may be able to certify a lightweight balloon at little or no cost while other countries may not be able to due to air regulation or face huge capital expenditures to accomplish the same results.

Many sports have rules that set limitations on equipment.  NASCAR limits the weight of each team’s cars to 3300 pounds and ads lead ballast to insure all cars weigh the same.  They limit the amount of fuel each team can use during the event and many other rules to keep the equipment as even at possible thus putting more emphasis on the skills of the drivers and their respective teams.  

America’s Cup sail boat races have rules that restraint the weight and size of the boat.  Limit the  size of sails etc.  

Rules may need to be developed with some constraints on weight and construction methods, with the goal of allowing teams to seek better balloon systems but at the same time guard against loopholes that might permit balloons extreme advantages.  

In 2009 the CIA adopted a two year period so the winning country could have more time to organize the Gordon Bennett.   The AA WG hoped this would produce benefit to the event and the pilots who participate.  We had hoped that entry fees could be reduced with the additional time to secure sponsorship.  Add time the limited launch window we have always been faced with and in general improve the event for  the pilots who risk everything and spend huge amounts of money to participate.    At the time we adopted the new two year format most of us (Gordon Bennett pilots) felt strongly about the tradition of the winning country hosting the event they won.   Should  the Gordon Bennett  be open for  bids?   The winning country could still bid but have to produce a reasonable bid or risk losing the event.   It may be by opening the event for bids we would reduce entry fee, increase our launch window thus producing a safer event and producing a overall better Gordon Bennett.   
Launch Window:

More often than not we are forced to fly in bad weather because of not have any back up days in our launch window.  I have been told the cost is about three thousand d euro to add an extra day.  Are we the pilots not worth this about of money?   There are also issues with our hydrogen trucks not being allow to travel on some days.    If we required the organizers to  have the fist launch window on Friday night I believe this would at least give us one more day for a good launch without major cost to organizers.     
Scheduling the event during a full moon         

Should be require organizer to start the Gordon Bennett by either flying into or out of a full moon cycle? 

· Review  

Model Event Rules for the Gordon Bennett
Review

Event Rules and any requested modifications for the 2014 Gordon Bennett 
· Review  the 2015 Gordon Bennett proposal

· Purchase of inflation equipment

· Any other business

· 2014/2015 WG members and Chairperson

· Summary of recommendation to the RSC
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