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2006 Montgolfier Diploma Nomination

Best Sporting Performance in Hot Air Ballooning

John Ryan Petrehn

This nomination is the result of John Petrehn’s gold medal performance at the 17th FAI World Hot Air Balloon Championships in Motegi Japan November 18 – 26, 2006.

John won the World Championship after competing in 28 tasks, with an average of 773 points per task.

John had previously competed in the 14th FAI World Hot Air Balloon Championships in Bad Waltersdorf, Austria where he finished fifth, and in the 16th FAI World Hot Air Balloon Championships in Mildura, Australia, where he finished fourth.

John’s Championship performance along with the other US pilots will elevate interest in hot air competition in the US.  Since the break up of the very strong US ballooning competition organization in 1999, the US has been struggling to regains its prior dominance in the world’s hot air arena. This single performance will do more to promote US hot air balloon competition than we could have hoped for and put competition ballooning back on track in the US.  John’s win was much more than a 1st place finish at the World Hot Air Balloon Championship. His performance will drastically change the Balloon Federation of America sport of competitive ballooning. 

It is with great pleasure the United States nominates John Petrehn for this very prestigious award.

