
 

Lausanne, 2 December  2020 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 

 

The Fédération Aéronautique Internationale (FAI; the World Air Sports Federation) 
was founded in 1905. It is a non-government and non-profit-making international 
organisation, with the basic aims of: 

• furthering aeronautical and astronautical activities worldwide,  

• ratifying international records,  

• coordinating the organisation of international competitions.  

After over a century of steady growth, FAI is now an organisation of more than 100 member 
countries, forming a strong network linking all those who participate in air sports worldwide. 

FAI activities include Aerobatics, Aeromodelling, Airships, Amateur-Built and Experimental 
Aircraft, Ballooning, Drones, Gliding, Hang Gliding, Helicopters, Manpowered Flying, 
Microlights, Paragliding, Paramotors, Power Flying, Skydiving and all other Aeronautic 
activities and Aerospace records. 

As the official world governing body for drones, FAI establishes regulations for drone racing 
competitions organised by its Members throughout the world and ratifies international 
drone records. The first FAI World Drone Racing Championships took place in 2018 and 
the second edition in 2019, under the supervision of the FAI. Furthermore, the FAI has 
been running the FAI Drone Racing World Cup since 2016.  

FAI is also keen to be part of the extended sports community through participation in multi-
sport events, whether global or regional. Since 1997, sport parachuting has been part of 
the official programme of the World Games. Parachuting Canopy Piloting and Drone 
Racing will feature in the programme of the 2022 World Games in Birmingham, Alabama, 
USA. And in 2018, Paragliding was part of the Asian Games for the first time.  

Represented at the International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO), FAI takes an active 
role in the decision-making process relating to flight safety, pilot training and licensing, and 
air space regulations.  
 
In 1986, the International Olympic Committee (IOC) recognised FAI as an Olympic 
Federation.  

Furthermore, FAI is a member of the Global Association of International Sport Federations 
(GAISF), the Association of IOC Recognised International Sports Federations (ARISF), 
and the International World Games Association (IWGA). 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Markus Haggeney 
FAI Secretary General 
 
 
Enclosures:  
Page 2, IOC recognition original certificate 
Page 3, IOC recognition original letter  
Page 4, IOC recognition certificate by Thomas Bach  



 

  



 

 
 
 
  



 

 


