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Editor's note: The FAI Sporting Code for Hang Gliding consists of the General Section and Section 7 combined. In
cases of doubt, consult the General Section to establish the principles before applying the specific rules which
appear in this Section 7.

Hang gliding is a sport in which both men and women patrticipate. Throughout this document the words "he", "him"
or "his" are intended to apply equally to either sex unless it is specifically stated otherwise.
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RIGHTS TO FAI INTERNATIONAL SPORTING EVENTS

All international sporting events organised wholly or partly under the rules of the Fédération Aéronautique
Internationale (FAI) Sporting Code' are termed FAI International Sporting Events®. Under the FAI Statutes®, FAI
owns and controls all rights relating to FAI International Sporting Events. FAI Members* shall, within their
national territories®, enforce FAI ownership of FAI International Sporting Events and require them to be registered
in the FAI Sporting Calendar®.

An event organiser who wishes to exploit rights to any commercial activity at such events shall seek prior
agreement with FAI. The rights owned by FAI which may, by agreement, be transferred to event organisers
include, but are not limited to advertising at or for FAIl events, use of the event name or logo for merchandising
purposes and use of any sound, image, program and/or data, whether recorded electronically or otherwise or
transmitted in real time. This includes specifically all rights to the use of any material, electronic or other, including
software, that forms part of any method or system for judging, scoring, performance evaluation or information
utilised in any FAI International Sporting Event’.

Each FAI Air Sport Commission® may negotiate agreements, with FAI Members or other entities authorised by the
appropriate FAI Member, for the transfer of all or parts of the rights to any FAI International Sporting Event (except
World Air Games events®) in the discipline'®, for which it is responsible™ or waive the rights. Any such agreement
or waiv%r, after approval by the appropriate Air Sport Commission President, shall be signed by FAI
Officers™.

Any person or legal entity that accepts responsibility for organising an FAI Sporting Event, whether or not by written
agreement, in doing so also accepts the proprietary rights of FAI as stated above. Where no transfer of rights has
been agreed in writing, FAI shall retain all rights to the event. Regardless of any agreement or transfer of rights,
FAIl shall have, free of charge for its own archival and/or promotional use, full access to any sound and/or
visual images of any FAI Sporting Event. The FAI also reserves the right to arrange at its own expense for any
and all parts of any event to be recorded, filmed and /or photographed for such use, without payment to the
organiser.

e FAI Statutes, .. Chapter 1, para. 1.6
e FAIl Sporting Code, Gen. Section, Chapter 3, para 3.1.3.
e, FAI Statutes, .. Chapter 1, para 1.8.1

e e FAIl Statutes, .. Chapter 2, para 2.1.1;2.4.2; 2.5.2 and 2.7.2
SO FAI By-Laws, . Chapter 1, para 1.2.1
e, FAI Statutes, .. Chapter 2, para 2.4.2.2.5
e FAI By-Laws, . Chapter 1, paras 1.2.2t01.2.5

B e, FAI Statutes, .. Chapter 5, paras 5.1.1, 5.2, 5.2.3 and 5..2.3.3
e FAI Sporting Code, Gen. Section, Chapter 3, para3.1.7

B e FAI Sporting Code, Gen. Section, Chapter 1, paras 1.2. and 1.4
e e e FAI Statutes, .. Chapter 5, para 5.2.3.3.7

e e, FAI Statutes, .. Chapter 6, para 6.1.2.1.3
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1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Description

The general rules for First Category events are contained in the General Section and Section 7 Sporting Codes.
Section 7 of the Sporting Code deals with records, proficiency badges, world and continental championships for
hang gliders and paragliders in all classes.

All sanctioned competitions will strictly follow the class definitions and safety standards contained within Section 7.

1.2 Conjunction

Section 7 is to be used in conjunction with the General Section (GS) of the Sporting Code. In the event of ambiguity
the General Section takes precedence. For ease of reading and to allow the various disciplines covered by Section
7 to develop individually it is split into four sub-sections:

Hang Gliding (Classes 1, 2, 4 & 5, including short course speed events and aerobatics)
Paragliding (Class 3 excluding Paragliding Accuracy but including aerobatics)
Paragliding Accuracy

Records and Badges (all Classes)

Note: Separate sub-sections may be created in future for sub-disciplines such as aerobatics and speed gliding if a
regular and viable sequence of Category 1 events develops. Technical aspects of aerobatics are currently
published separately in Annexes to both Section 7A (Hang Gliding) and 7B (Paragliding).

1.3 General Section

The following subjects are detailed in the General Section.

FAI authority - responsibilities (Chapter 1)

Definitions (Chapter 2)
Penalties - protests (Chapter 5)
Sporting Licences (Chapter 8)
Appeals before FAI (Chapter 9)

The General Section also contains the general principles for the following:

Sporting Events (3)
Observers and Officials (4)
World Records (6)
Flight Measurement and Control (7

This Section 7 deals with details of these subjects, which are specific to hang gliders.

1.4 Development of Sub-Sections

It shall be considered a general principle of the development of these regulations that they remain consistent
throughout the various disciplines except where this is impractical due to basic differences in the Classes or where
the traditional format of Category 1 events in a particular discipline require different regulations.

1.5 General requirements for hang gliders and paragliders

1.5.1 Definitions of hang gliders, as per General section.
A glider capable of being carried, foot launched and landed solely by the use of the pilot’s legs.

1.5.1.1 Hang glider classes
Class 1: Hang gliders having a rigid primary structure with pilot weight-shift as the sole method of control, and
which are able to demonstrate consistent ability to safely take-off and land in nil-wind conditions. Subsidiary
controls affecting trim and/or drag are permitted, but only if they operate symmetrically.

Class 2: Hang gliders having a rigid primary structure with movable aerodynamic surfaces as the primary method of
control, and which are able to demonstrate consistent ability to safely take-off and land in nil-wind conditions.
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Class 3: Hang gliders having no rigid primary structure (paragliders), and which are able to demonstrate consistent
ability to safely take-off and land in nil-wind conditions.
Note: Paraglider Line Strength Requirements are set out in Chapter 12.

Class 4: Hang gliders that are unable to demonstrate consistent ability to safely take-off and/or land in nil-wind
conditions, but otherwise are capable of being launched and landed by the use of the pilots legs.

Class 5: Hang gliders having a rigid primary structure with movable aerodynamic surfaces as the primary method of
control in the role axis and which are able to demonstrate consistent ability to safely take-off and land in nil-wind
conditions. No pilot fairings are permitted. No pilot surrounding structures are permitted, apart from a harness and
control frame.

Note: Classes 1, 2, 4 & 5 are not considered further in this Sub-Section of Section 7.

15.2 Start of paraglider flight
A paraglider flight shall start by foot launch from a hill or by means of mechanical equipment (aero-tow, winch
launch, etc.) except that:

e Wheels or similar aids to take-off and landing are permitted for permanently disabled pilots, provided
that non-disabled pilots can fly the glider without them.

1.6 Competition Flight Definitions

These definitions take precedence over the ones given in the General Section.

1.6.1 Aflight
A flight by a paraglider starting at take-off (1.6.7.1) and ending with the landing (1.6.13.1) .

1.6.2 Freeflight
That part of a flight, in which the paraglider is not towed, carried or assisted by another aircraft or separate external
or jettisonable power source.

1.6.3 Flight performance
The achievement attained during free flight.

1.6.4 Uncompleted flight
A flight is deemed to be uncompleted if:
e An accident occurs during the flight resulting in the death of the pilot within 48 hours, or;
e Any part of the paraglider or its equipment is shed or jettisoned other than permitted jettisonable
equipment, ballast or fuel declared in advance.

1.6.5 Types of flight

1.6.5.1 Distance flight:
A flight measured for distance between either a take-off place (1.6.7.2) or a departure point (1.6.7.3) and a
finish point (1.6.13.3).

1.6.5.2 Goal flight:
A flight from a departure point to a finish point specified in writing before take-off. A goal flight may be
measured for distance and/or speed.

1.6.5.3 Gain of height flight
A flight measured for gain of height between any low height and the subsequent greatest height during the free
flight.

1.6.5.4 Speed flight:
A flight timed for speed between a departure point and a finish point.

1.6.5.5 Competition flight or task
This may be a combination of the above with the various elements being specified at the task briefing.
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1.6.6 Courses
A course consists of the straight line(s) between a departure point and a finish point via any turn or control points in
the designated or pre-declared sequence.

1.6.6.1 Declared Course:
A course declared in advance in writing by the pilot.

1.6.6.2 Closed circuit course:
e Out-and-return Flight: A flight to a turn point with return along the reciprocal course to the departure point.
e Triangular Course: A flight around two turn points with return to the departure point.
e Polygon Course: A flight around a course with three or more turn or control points and with return to
the departure point.

1.6.6.3 Lap:
A single completed flight around a closed circuit course. A flight may include more than one lap of a course.

1.6.6.4 Measurement
Task distance is measured as the shortest distance that a pilot has to fly to complete the task.

1.6.7 Start of aflight

1.6.7.1 Launch/Take-off:
The point and/or time at which all parts of the paraglider or its crew cease to be in contact with or connected to
the ground or water.

1.6.7.2 Take-off place:
The point from which the take-off is made. If operating from an airfield, the point may be taken as the centre of
the airfield.

1.6.7.3 Start Point/Departure point:
The take-off place; or the point of release of tow; or the crossing of a start line. In Category 1 competitions
flight distance will be measured from the take-off point.

1.6.7.4 Starttime:
The time of the paraglider at the departure point or the time of crossing the start line. In Category 1
competitions this will be specified in the Local Regulations.

1.6.7.5 Start altitude:
The altitude of the paraglider above sea level at the departure point.

1.6.7.6 Point of Release.
The place vertically below the paraglider when it releases from a tow.

1.6.7.7 Startline:
A gateway of a designated width and height, the base being specified on the surface or the boundary of the
start cylinder specified for the task.

1.6.7.8 Types of start:
e Flying Start. The paraglider is in free flight when crossing the start line or departure point
e Standing Start. A start by a stationary paraglider timed from the giving of a "go" signal.

1.6.7.9 Start Sector:
A designated sector, marked either by physical features on the ground, or a specified shape and size which is
oriented around a physical feature on the ground, or a specified shape and size which is oriented around GPS
co-ordinates (or a set of GPS co-ordinates). The local regulations will detail the type, shape and size of start
sectors that will be used.

1.6.7.10 Start Periods
A start period is a period of time, usually between 15 and 30 minutes, at the commencement of which pilots
may fly the speed section of a competition task. Pilots starting after the commencement of one start period and
before the commencement of another will be scored as if they had started at the commencement of the earlier
period. The opening time of the first start period is to be specified at the task briefing and the total number of
starts is also to be specified.
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1.6.8 Turnpoint
A clearly defined feature on the surface, or GPS coordinates, which are precisely specified before take-off.

1.6.8.1 Rounding the turn point:
A turn point is rounded when the entire paraglider is observed to pass outside the vertical projection of the turn
point feature or when it is proved that the designated sector has been entered.

1.6.8.2 Turn point Cylinders
A turnpoint cylinder may be specified by GPS coordinates and radius. Flight to a cylinder turn point is verified
when the pilot's track log shows a point inside the specified cylinder or two points where a straight line drawn
between them passes through the specified cylinder (16.4.2).

1.6.9 Control point
A control point is a point which the paraglider is required to over-fly or to land at during a flight along a course.

1.6.10 Designated sequence
The order in which the turn or control points shall be flown.

1.6.11 Position check point
A position checkpoint is a point, which the pilot proves to have over-flown during a flight of which the route has not
been declared in advance.

1.6.12 Speed Section
A section of the course in a competition task where all pilots are timed from the start of the section until its
completion. The start time may be the precise time of each pilot's start or the commencement of the start period
(1.6.7.10) in which each pilot commences flying the Speed Section. The finish of the Speed Section is often
assumed to be goal but this is not necessarily the case.

1.6.13 Finish of flight

1.6.13.1 The Landing
The point and/or time at which any part of the paraglider or its pilot first touches the ground or, (if specified in
local regulations)

1.6.13.2 Landing place:
Either the centre of the airfield or the precise place at which the landing is made.

1.6.13.3 Finish point:
Either the landing place or the crossing of a finish line.

1.6.13.4 Finish line:
A gateway of designated width and height with the base indicated on the surface.

1.6.13.5 Crossing the Finish Line
The finish line is considered to be crossed when the leading foot of the pilot cuts the finish line before a landing
is made. Refer to 13.2 for crossing goal lines in Soaring Competition,

1.6.13.6 Finish Sectors
A designated sector, marked either by physical features on the ground, or a specified shape and size which is
oriented around a physical feature on the ground, or a specified shape and size which is oriented around GPS
co-ordinates (or a set of GPS co-ordinates). The local regulations will detail the type, shape and size of finish
sectors that will be used.

1.6.13.7 Finish time:
The time at which the glider crosses the finish line.

1.6.13.8 Target landing:
A landing in which the distance of the designated part of a person or of the paraglider from a target centre is
precisely measured.

1.6.13.9 Another method
Another method as described in this manual.
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2 CIVL RECOGNISED 1°" CATEGORY EVENTS

2.1 General rules

The general rules for First Category events are contained in the General Section and Section 7 Sporting Codes.
Local Regulations are rules for a particular event and may not conflict with Section 7; they shall be approved by
CIVL and not be subsequently changed.

First Category events are World Championships, Continental Championships and World Air Games

2.2 World and Continental Championships

The purpose of the championships is to provide safe, fair and satisfying contest flying in order to determine the
world or continental champion, and to reinforce friendship among pilots of all nations.

2.3 Aerobatic Events

Detailed rules for the technical and scoring aspects of aerobatic competition in paragliding appear in S7B -
Aerobatic Annex, which for the convenience of pilots is published as a separate document. Competition organisers
must read that document in conjunction with this full version of the rules for paragliding 1* Category events and
with the General Section of the FAI Sporting Code.

2.4 Authority and Bids

2.4.1 Eligibility to Bid
A world or continental championship may be organised only by a NAC accepted by CIVL as competent to run the
event. To be eligible, the NAC making the bid shall, as a minimum, have held a national championship or FAI
Category 2 competition with a minimum entry of 50 on the proposed site(s) within the last four years before the bid
is received. Observers acceptable to CIVL shall either have attended such an event or will be invited to do so
before CIVL awards the Championship.

2.4.2 Preliminary Bids
A preliminary bid must be received by CIVL three years before the proposed event.

2.4.3 Detailed Bids
The detailed bid is then presented to CIVL two years before it. Even in the case of previously ‘un-awarded’
championships, there must be at least a year between the bid and the event. If presenting a detailed bid the
organiser is to provide completed copies of the questionnaire which is sent out with the bid requirements; this is to
be provided in time for delegates to study prior to the actual presentation of the bid.

2.4.4 Competition Sites and Flying Area
These should be chosen with safety as the primary consideration. Where airspace restrictions would limit
competition flying and the bid organisers anticipate relaxation of these restrictions for the Category 1 event, a letter
from the relevant Civil Aviation Authority confirming this must be submitted with the detailed bid.

2.4.5 Safety Screening of Bids
All bids for Category 1 events must be examined by the appropriate sub committee with regards to safety. That
subcommittee is to then make recommendations to the Plenary regarding the suitability of the bid. To be approved,
the organiser must have experience at organising safe and successful international competitions.

2.4.6 Practice Event
The organiser must arrange a practice event on the proposed site one year before the Category 1 event and as
close to the proposed championship dates as is practical. CIVL shall appoint a steward to attend the practice event
to provide advice to the organiser and to report on any organisational or site modifications required.
If the practice event cannot take place for any reason the Category 1 event shall be cancelled.
Organisers of all practice events (including Pre-WAG) are to apply for Category 2 status for these events (Chapt 4).

2.4.7 Invitations to Participate
As soon as possible after CIVL awards a championship, the organisers must send invitations to participate, with
response forms, to all NAC'’s.
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2.5 General Organization

2.5.1 Championship flights
Shall be controlled in accordance with the regulations contained in the Sporting Code (General Section and Section
7) and the published local regulations for the event, using Local Regulations master document (Chapter 9).

2.5.2 Duration of Championships
The total period of the championships shall not exceed 14 days including the opening and the closing ceremony.
Provision must be made within this period for competitors to complete all mandatory elements of the championship.
Competitors are subject to all rules relating to championship flying throughout this period, whether flying a task or
not.

2.5.3 Minimum Representation
For world championships a minimum of 4 countries with a total of 8 competitors available to fly during the
championship is required for the title of Champion to be awarded; for continental championships, a minimum of 3
countries with a total of 8 competitors is required.

2.5.4 Official Practice Period
Of not less than two and not more than five days immediately preceding the opening of the championships shall be
made available to all competitors. On at least one day a task shall be set, flown and scored under competition
conditions except that the scores shall not be counted in the championship. All competition staff must be present
for this task as the aim is to fully test all aspects of the organisation as well as familiarising pilots with competition
procedures.

2.5.5 Title of World or Continental Champion.

2.5.5.1 Minimum score
Shall be awarded only if the sum of the daily winner’'s scores is equal to, or more than 1500 points, as
determined by the GAP scoring formulas.

2.5.5.2 Cutin numbers
If there is to be a cut in the number of competitors during the event, refer to chapter 8.

2.5.5.3 Extension of flying
In the event of continued bad weather a task may be set on the day reserved for the prize-giving, in order to
validate the championship, but the total championship period may not be extended.

2.5.5.4 Task validity
To count as a championship task all competitors shall have been given the opportunity of having at least one
competition flight in time to carry out the task.

2.5.6 Protests
Shall be dealt with by a nominated international jury of three members from different nations appointed by CIVL.
The time limit within which a protest must be made and the amount of the protest fee shall be stated in the Local
Regulations. If the protest is upheld the fee is returned. The protest fee may not be larger than $50 US, or €50 for
championships held on the European Continent.

2.5.7 The Organisers
The Organisers are responsible for travel, accommodation, meals and refreshments for the International Jury and
Stewards.

2.5.8 The Winner
Shall be the pilot gaining the highest total points. The Team winner shall be the team as defined in the appropriate
scoring rules gaining the highest total points.

2.5.9 The FAI Gold, Silver and Bronze Medals
Shall be awarded to the pilots placed first, second and third, with FAI Diplomas for those placed first to tenth. FAI
medals will also be awarded to the National Teams placed first, second and third, and if CIVL decides, smaller FAI
medals may be awarded to all members of such teams. All full size FAI medals and any smaller FAlI medals
awarded up to a maximum of 6+2 will be paid for by CIVL .The organiser is responsible for transportation and any
customs costs.
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The Organisers may award further trophies and/or prizes.
Chapter 14 gives protocols for award ceremonies.

2.6 Local Regulations

2.6.1 Thelocal regulations
These are the rules for a specific event prepared by the organisers for submission to and approval by CIVL. They
must use the format in chapter and be sent to the President of CIVL at least eight months before the event. Any
version of the Local Regulations published by the organisers before approval by CIVL must display a clear and
prominent statement to that effect. The entry application form and the proposed entry fee stating what is included
in the fee shall be sent to CIVL at the same time. As a minimum the following should be included in the fee:

e One map or chart of an adequate scale which must clearly indicate ALL take offs, landing fields,
necessary turn points, restricted airspace and restricted areas. The chart must have a clearly visible grid
that matches the GPS co-ordinates used for the competition

e Contest numbers, identity badges and all competition papers

For the minimum possible additional fee to pilots, organizers shall provide:
e Transport of gliders and pilots to and from the take-off site
e Retrieval from out landings along stated routes
o (Optionally) packed lunches or restaurant coupons on each flying day.

2.6.2 Entry Forms and Local Regulations
The entry application forms together with the approved local regulations and other information useful to competitors
shall be published on the CIVL website and notified to delegates after approval and at least five months before the
event. The organisers may additionally send this documentation direct to FAI member associations. They may also
supply competitors with supplementary information on arrival at the championship site but the CIVL Bureau must
have approved any matter intended to have the force of a competition rule as a minimum.

2.6.3 Failure to Follow the Time Schedule
Failure to follow the time schedule or procedures may mean non-acceptance of the event.

2.6.4 Changes to Local Regulations

The organiser shall make any changes to Local Regulations which are necessary to comply with rule changes
published in the Sporting Code between the date of approval (by CIVL) of those regulations and the start of the
championship. The published rules and regulations, including supplementary regulations, may not be altered once
the competition has officially started. Any additional requirements within the rules needed during the event shall not
be applied retrospectively. The CIVL Steward and Jury President must approve any further additions to the Local
Regulations and such additions must be approved by a majority of the team leaders; only minor or necessary
matters may be so approved.

2.6.5 Measurement of Distance

All distance measurements in Local Regulations and task briefings for Category 1 events shall be given in metric
units.

2.7 Responsibilities of the Organiser and the Director

2.7.1 The NAC
The NAC Organising the championships shall appoint a Competition Director acceptable to CIVL not less than six
months before the event. The CIVL Bureau must approve any change of Director. The Director shall take overall
operational responsibility for the event including the programme of tasks to be flown. He is also responsible for:

e Publishing a final entry list by the start of briefing on the first flying day.

e Issuing the daily results with minimum delay.

e Reporting the full results, including details of protests or serious problems encountered, to his NAC with
copies to FAI and CIVL.

2.7.2 The Competition Organiser
After the pre-competition the organisers must institute the changes requested by the steward unless the organisers
present a written document explaining why these changes are undesirable. The final agreement between the
organiser and the CIVL should include a requirement for a certain minimum number of competition staff personnel.
The organisers must implement any safety recommendations of the CIVL experts.

At the Plenary prior to the competition, the Bureau will discuss the requirements with the competition organiser.
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If the competition organiser does not implement the requirements, the Jury President may suspend the competition
until such a time that the requirements are satisfied.

2.7.2.1 Safety Director
The Competition Organiser shall appoint a Safety Director acceptable to the CIVL Bureau whose sole
responsibility is safety. A review of the suitability of the Safety Director should be made by the Steward after the
pre-meet and the bureau may require a replacement Safety Director. The Director must be fluent in both
English and the local language. A permanent safety channel and separate telephone numbers must also be
allocated for his use. The Safety Director must have knowledge and experience of the site being flown and
ideally he must have experience in appropriate competitions.

2.7.2.2 Safety Director Responsibilities
The Safety Director is responsible for monitoring all aspects of safety. These matters include but are not limited
to: wind speed, the presence of thunderstorms and other potentially dangerous meteorological conditions.
Further duties are to monitor in-air crowding at take-off and the presence of dangerous air traffic. He may also
prevent pilots launching with unsafe equipment. He shall have a duty to give a mandatory safety briefing to all
pilots prior the commencement of championship flying.

The Safety Director also has a responsibility to attend task advisory committee meetings, monitoring the setting
of goals and routes. He should attend safety committee meetings and accept input from the Safety Committee.
He is also responsible for checking that all pilots have reported back.

The Safety Director should collect incident reports and discuss the incidents with the Steward, present the
conclusions at the next pilot briefing and shall submit a consolidated and detailed report to CIVL within a month
of the end of the competition.

The Safety Director may stop a task or suspend launch at any point for reasons of safety. He shall report his
decisions to the Jury president.

2.7.2.3 Pilot Entry
The Competition Organiser must follow 3.4.6.2 “Competition Organisers Responsibilities” with regard to pilot
entry criteria. Additionally, the organiser shall follow the rules in the Annex for an Aerobatic event.

2.7.3 Task Advisory Committee (TAC)
This shall be a small committee, which will include at least two elected pilots and a FAI Steward. Task setting and
selection remains the ultimate responsibility of the Competition Director, but a task will not be flown without prior
reference to the TAC.

The Competition Director may replace a Task Committee member after consultation with the other committee
members. This may deemed necessary when a committee member is too late or otherwise not present.

2.7.4 Safety Committee
A Safety Committee must be formed and shall include a minimum of three pilots elected by the Team Leaders. The
Safety Committee shall be responsible for evaluating all tasks and advising the Competition Director as to the
safety of each proposed task prior to task briefing. All pilots have a duty to monitor the flying operations and report
to the Competition Director when conditions become unsafe either on launch or on course. This should be done
using the phrases Level-1 (safe), Level-2 (strong) or Level-3 (Too strong), to avoid confusion. No person may be a
member of both the Safety Committee and the TAC.

The Competition Director and the Safety Director have the responsibility for determining safe or unsafe flying
conditions, while the Safety Committee serves as a check and balance for safety considerations. The ultimate
responsibility for a pilot’s safety lies with the decisions of the pilot himself and is not guaranteed by the actions or
decisions of the Competition Director or the Safety Committee.

The Competition Director may replace a Safety Committee members after consultation with the other committee
members. This may deemed necessary when a committee member is too late or otherwise not present.

2.7.5 Overcrowding
The competition organisers must avoid dangerous overcrowding in the air. As a guide, tasks must be organised in
a way that groups of 100 pilots or more would not be together in the air. If the competition organiser wishes to
exceed this limit, they must substantiate the reasons why this will be safe to the CIVL plenary. The details shall be
covered in Local Regulations
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2.7.6 Pre-flyers
Experienced pre-flyers must be available. Further details are in chapter 8.

2.7.7 Emergency medical provisions
An English speaking emergency doctor or medical technician with proper equipment must be available at take off
and at a strategic location during the task. A helicopter with rescue equipment must be available. The normal
expected response time has to be announced in the bid and in the local regulations.

2.7.8 Action in the event of a casualty or serious accident

The organiser shall follow the procedures outlined in the FAI document “Guidelines in the Event of a Casualty or
Serious Accident at FAI Airsports Events” which is sent to all Category 1 event organisers by the FAI office.

2.8 Programme and Facilities

2.8.1 Provision of information
The organisers shall provide all facilities necessary for the satisfactory operation of the championships and publish
the following information, as appropriate, as far in advance as possible:

e Programme of the championships with dates and times

¢ Names of the Competition Director, key officials and stewards

e General operational information, including meteorological, medical and safety arrangements, repair
facilities and communication information

Meteorological facilities including daily forecasts with synoptic charts, and satellite presentation
Information on likely tasks

Airspace restrictions and any hazardous considerations

Accommodation and food arrangements, including facilities for press and visitors

Plans of airfields or sites to be used, showing flying layout and location of entrances and administrative
and domestic buildings, car and trailer parks

Full list of documents and equipment to be provided by competitors

e A provisional entry list on request

o Details of extra language or interpreting facilities

2.8.2 Website
The organiser shall provide a competition website at least 6 months before the championship starting date. It shall
give the information listed at 2.8.1 above and details of entry requirements, deadlines and procedures for the
championship. A copy of the Local Regulations should be available for download from the site and a link provided
to that document on the FAI/CIVL website. If Local Regulations are posted to the site prior to being approved by
CIVL then they should be clearly marked "NOT YET APPROVED BY CIVL".

2.8.3 Ceremonies
The programme for the opening ceremony shall be given in writing to team leaders on arrival. The programme for
the closing ceremony and prize giving shall also be published, in writing, at least four days in advance of the
ceremony.

2.9 Stewards and Jury

2.9.1 Powers and description
These are detailed in the General Section

2.9.2 Appointment of Stewards.

The CIVL shall appoint one or more stewards in consultation with the event organiser according to the needs of the
championship. If an entry of more than 100 is expected, at least two stewards may be required. Stewards shall be
of different nationalities and not that of the organiser unless specifically authorised by the CIVL Bureau. However,
in the event of the last-minute absence of an appointed steward, a replacement of any nationality, and acceptable
to the President of the Jury, may be invited. Stewards must be able to speak English, and have extensive
experience of international hang gliding, paragliding or other FAI competitions. At least one steward should, if
possible, be able to speak the language of the organisers. A minimum of one steward shall be present at each site
during competition operations.

2.9.3 Appointment of Jury
CIVL shall appoint an international jury of three different nationalities. No member of the jury may belong to the
host country unless specifically authorised by the CIVL Bureau.
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2.9.4 Authority of Stewards.
The steward cannot override the decisions of the championship director, but the steward should point out to the
championship director that his/her actions may fail under a protest.

2.9.5 Authority to Stop Event.
The steward must report to the jury president if rules are not being applied or if adequate safety measures are not
in place. The Jury President can temporarily stop the event according to the rules of the General Section.

2.9.6 Funding of Jury and Stewards

2.9.6.1 By The Organiser
The Competition Organiser is responsible for travel, accommodation, meals and refreshments for the international
jury and steward(s). Travel shall be arranged after consultation and agreement with FAI officials. The minimum
standards to be provided at the event are:

e An individual room in the equivalent of 2 star hotel, with, when available, air conditioning should the
temperatures be above 30°C.

e Suitable dedicated transport for the Jury and Steward(s) must be provided. This transportation will consist
of two vehicles in proper working order unless the Steward of the Pre-competition deems otherwise. This
transport will be insured in full for accidental damage liability or the Organiser will indemnify the Jury and
Steward(s) in respect of such losses.

The organiser is also responsible for these costs for the steward at the practice competition and may be required to
fund the cost of an extra visit by the steward, or another suitable person appointed by the Bureau. This additional
visit will be authorised by the Bureau where it is necessary to confirm that matters, identified as essential after the
practice event, have been properly dealt with.

2.9.6.2 Bythe CIVL
The CIVL is responsible for payment to the steward at 1st Category events and authorised test events of €50 per
scheduled competition day, up to a maximum of 16 days, including up to two days prior to the start if the event. The
CIVL is responsible for payment to the jury members at 1% Category events of €25 per scheduled competition day,
up to a maximum of 14 days. This stipend does not apply to remote juries. Organisers will no longer be required to
pay jury members the €10 daily stipend. These payments are to be made after a correctly completed expenses
form is submitted to the FAI Secretariat and approved as required by current CIVL procedures.

2.9.7 Equipment

When needed, the Competition Organiser is responsible for providing Jury and Stewards with one radio compatible
with competition frequencies and one cell 'phone compatible with the local system.

2.10 Team Leader Responsibilities

2.10.1 Liaison
The Team Leader is the liaison between the organisers and his team and is responsible for the proper conduct of
his team members, for ensuring that they do not fly if ill or suffering from any disability which might endanger others
and that they understand the rules.

2.10.2 Authority
The team leader has the authority to remove any member of his team from an event.

2.10.3 Accident Reports
Each team leader is responsible for submitting a report to the Safety Director for any accident involving a member
of his/her team. This shall be submitted prior to the team leaders meeting on the day following an accident.

2.11 Multiplace Gliders

In 1st Category events only paragliders carrying one person are allowed.

2.12 Insurance

Documentary proof of insurance as specified by the organiser on the entry form or in the local regulations shall be
made available to the organisers before starting to fly from the competition site.
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2.13 Contest Numbers

The organisers shall allocate numbers or letters to each competing glider, which will normally be placed under the
centre of the wing, top towards the leading edge. Helmet numbers may also be required.

The size of the figures and the area on the wing to be kept clear for this purpose shall be stated in the local
regulations.

Failure to display numbers as required is a technical offence and may be penalised accordingly.

2.14 Registration and Scrutinising

On arrival at the championships site each team leader and his team members shall report to the Registration Office
to have their documents checked and to receive any supplementary regulations and information. The end of the
official Registration Period is considered to be the official start of the championship.

After the opening of the launch window on the first scheduled competition day no change of pilot or glider may be
made except as specified under the conditions of 12.1.3 (Damage to a competing glider).

2.15 Briefing

The Director shall hold a briefing for team leaders and/or competitors before each task, at which full meteorological
and operational information concerning the tasks shall be given. Task, weather, airspace information, and any
special requirements shall be in writing. If possible, a meteorologist prepared to answer questions from pilots shall
give weather briefings.

Flight safety requirements given at briefing shall carry the status of regulations.
Briefing may be postponed from the set time in the event of bad weather and further briefing be given if necessary.

All briefings must be conducted in English only.

2.16 Team Leaders' Meetings

Communication between the organisers and competitors is, in addition to daily briefing, normally through team
leaders' meetings. These shall be held at the Director's initiative but shall also be held within 18 hours if five or
more team leaders request a meeting.

2.17 Operational Regulations

2.17.1 Compliance with the law.
Each competitor is required to conform to the laws and to the rules of the air of the country in which the
championship is held.

2.17.2 Airworthiness.
Each glider shall be flown within the limitations of its certificate of airworthiness or permit to fly and its
manufacturer's published limitations. Any manoeuvre hazardous to other competitors, or the public and
unauthorised aerobatics is prohibited.

2.17.3 Preflight check

Each glider shall be given a pre-flight check by its pilot and may not be flown unless it is serviceable. Pilots shall
ensure that they have a proper leg loop check immediately prior to launch.

2.18 Flight Safety

2.18.1 Safety Briefing
It is mandatory for all pilots to attend the Safety Director’'s briefing (2.7.2.2) prior to the commencement of
competition flying.
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2.18.2 Dangerous flying conduct
It is the responsibility of every pilot to fly in such a way that personal safety and the safety of others is maintained at
all times. Directors may penalise competitors who fail to observe this rule, or exclude them from the results.

2.18.3 All flying banned
Both the Competition Director and the Safety Director have the power to ban flying from the site if a task or day is
cancelled due to dangerous conditions.

2.18.4 Helmet and parachute
A helmet is compulsory. Pilots must carry a serviceable rescue parachute.

2.18.5 Fitness
A pilot may not fly unless he is fit. Any injury, drugs or medication that might affect the pilot's performance in the air
must be reported to the Director before flying. Performance enhancing drugs are prohibited (GS 3.11.2).

2.18.6 Pilot competence
Both the Competition Director and the Safety Director, in agreement with the steward, have the power to exclude
from the championship pilots who demonstrate a lack of the necessary skills for safe launching, flight or landing.

2.18.7 Collision avoidance
Competitors shall at all times adhere to the international rules of the air (published by ICAO). Ridge soaring, turning
and landing patterns shall be complied with and a proper lookout kept at all times. A glider joining another in a
thermal shall circle in the same direction as that established by the first regardless of height separation. All pilots
must read and understand the explanation of proper thermal procedures presented in Chapter 17. Failure to follow
these guidelines may result in penalties to the pilot concerned including disqualification from the event.

A competitor involved in a collision in the air must not continue the flight if the structural integrity of his glider is in
doubt.

2.18.8 Cloud flying
Cloud flying is prohibited and gliders may not carry gyroscopic instruments or other equipment permitting flight
without visual reference to the ground. Proven cases of cloud flying will result in a penalty being applied; this will be
a zero score for the day of the first offence and exclusion from the remainder of the competition for any subsequent
offence.

2.18.9 Suspension, cancellation or stopping of a task

2.18.9.1 Suspension
The Competition director may suspend the launch if conditions become unsuitable, for safety reasons. If launching
is suspended only for a short period, the Director need not cancel the task.

2.18.9.2 Cancellation
The Competition Director may cancel a task before any competitor has taken off if the weather becomes unsuitable
or for safety reasons.

2.18.9.3 Stopping
The Director has the power to stop a task after some or all pilots have taken off only in an emergency resulting from
hazardous weather or other conditions which could not be avoided by the pilots, and which would endanger their
safety.

2.18.9.4 Announcement
When a task has been stopped it is the responsibility of the organiser to announce this and the stop time on
competition and safety frequencies. In addition this should be notified to participants via team leaders. Where
possible the announcement should also be repeated on team frequencies. See for scoring of stopped tasks.

2.18.10 Ballast
A competing glider may carry jettisonable ballast only in the form of fine sand or water. A pilot shall avoid dropping
ballast at any time in a manner likely to affect other competing gliders and other third parties. The total weight,
including all flight equipment and the glider must not exceed 33 kilograms in addition to the pilots weight. The
pilots weight is defined as body weight when dressed in jeans, shirt and underwear.

2.18.11 Maximum Wind Speed
The organiser shall include in the Local Regulations a reasonable maximum wind speed in which a task may be
flown.
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2.18.12 Flying Close to the Ground
The organiser must ensure that in normal conditions, in the final glide to goal, all pilots shall have sufficient height
to throw their reserve parachutes and land safely if any problem occurs.

2.18.13 Pilot Reporting of Safety

2.18.13.11In Flight
All pilots have the responsibility to monitor the flying conditions and should report to the Competition Director
directly or through the team leaders when conditions become unsafe on course. To avoid confusion this should be
done using the phrases: Level 1 (safe), Level 2 (strong), Level 3 (too strong).

2.18.13.20n Landing
The Landing Verification Form (16.6.3) must contain tick boxes for completion by each pilot as follows:

[] 1 - Safe

[] 2 — Unsafe for me

[] 3 - Unsafe

2.19 Test Flying

No competitor may take-off during a competition day from the competition site without the permission of the
Director.

2.20 External Aid to Competitors

2.20.1 Navigation
Any help in navigation or thermal location by any non-competing aircraft, including competing gliders not in the act
of carrying out the task is prohibited. Pre-fliers (Wind dummies) must land or fly in a designated area as soon as
possible after task flying has started (see Chapter 8, Pre-fliers).

2.20.2 Radio
The only permitted radio communication is between competitors, team leader and a maximum of two retrieve
drivers. Where national law permits, it is mandatory for pilots to carry a radio receiver compatible with the
organiser’s published frequency for safety communications. This must be switched on in flight and set to either the
competition frequency or that of his team leader. It is mandatory for all pilots to be able to receive and transmit on
the pilot safety frequency.

2.20.3 GPS

The use of GPS or similar positioning systems, by competitors in the air is permitted for navigation, live tracking |
and flight recording purposes.

2.21 Retrieving

If organisers provide retrieves, the next task may not be started unless all serviceable competing paragliders are
retrieved in time to participate.

2.22 Rest Days

The director may declare a rest day after six consecutive days of flying unless this is the last day of the
competitions. The policy on rest days shall be declared before the first competition day.

2.23 Championship Tasks

2.23.1 Task Setting
The Competition Director is to take into consideration the level of the average pilots when setting tasks. The same
task shall be set for each pilot in a particular FAI Class.

2.23.2 Type of task
A task from the following list shall be set on each flying day:

a. Distance, straight or via one or more turn points. The direction in which a straight distance flight shall be
flown may be designated.
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c. Distance out-and-return via one turn point or one of several turn points within a 30 degree sector.
d. Speed to a goal either straight or via one or more turn points or speed around a closed circuit course.
e. Race over a designated course.

2.23.3 Leading/departure points
In exceptional circumstances, with regard to restricted launch areas and poor flying conditions, to ensure the task is
fair for 2/3rds of the pilots, a task may be run without leading/departure points. This is to be declared at the task
briefing.

2.23.4 Additional Tasks
The Organisers may propose additional tasks at the time of making their bid for the championships provided they
have satisfactory experience of the new task(s) in national championships.

The Director may give alternative tasks at briefing for use if the weather deteriorates, but may not change the task
once flying has started.

2.23.5 Re-launch
More than one launch is not normally permitted unless stated in the local regulations. When permitted a re-launch
pilots will not take priority over other pilots who have not yet launched at all.

2.23.6 Closing Times
The director shall state at briefing the times at which take-offs, start and turn points and finish lines close. A last-
landing time may also be set. If the start is delayed all given times will be delayed by corresponding amounts
except that the last-landing time will in no circumstances be later than sunset plus 30 minutes. It may be earlier if
local national air regulations or practical considerations so require; this must be stated in the Local Regulations.

2.24 Launch Systems and Management

The organisers may use any of the launch systems as agreed by CIVL at the time of the acceptance of the bid to
run the championships. The local regulations shall state which is to be used. The local regulations must state the
minimum length of time that the launch window must be open for the round to be considered valid.

2.24.1 Launch window Open Time.
The launch window open time will be based on the number of competitors and the number of launch points
available with a minimum of 30 seconds of safe launch conditions per pilot.

2.24.2 Launch Window Extension Time
Launch window extension time will be specified at the task briefing and will be used if the launch window is
required to be closed for safety reasons.

2.24.3 Ordered Launch
At sites not large enough for all the competitors an ordered launch method may be used. If this is used on the first
day the order will be according to the WPRS; the following days the competition ranking will be used. In both cases
the top 15 male pilots and the top 5 female pilots will have the right to enter the take-off area whenever they wish.

2.24.4 Launch Officials

Where launch lanes or a queuing system is used the organiser shall provide a minimum of three launch officials per
lane or launch point, whether the launch is ordered or not.

2.25 Start of a Task

2.25.1 General
Starts may be either Air or Ground Starts and may be either a single start time (Race to Goal) or a number of start
periods (Elapsed Time Speed Run).

2.25.2 First Start Time
The time between the opening of the Launch Window and the first start time must be at least the minimum launch
window open time specified in the Local Regulations plus a realistic period for the pilots to climb and fly to the edge
of the start sector.
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2.25.3 Other Start System Proposal
A new proposal by the organiser. A proposed new start system may be used, provided the system has been used
successfully in at least one national championship of similar size to the event for which the bid is being made. The
organiser shall produce his proposals in detail before acceptance of his bid.

2.26 Flying the Task

2.26.1 Failed take-off
Or safety problem immediately after take-off which results in a landing will not count as one of the permitted
number of take-offs but the pilot’s take-off time will be that of his first take-off attempt.

2.26.2 Control at starts, goals and turn points
At starts, goals and turn points will be made by a method approved by CIVL and detailed in the local regulations.
Details regarding crossing the finish line are explained in 13.2, Goal line control

2.26.3 Speed Section
In 1st Category competitions the Meet Director should specify finishing the Speed Section before goal to avoid
pilots flying fast close to the ground. The minimum distance from goal should be 500m unless there is a valid safety
reason to specify otherwise.

2.27 Out Landings

If a pilot lands away from the designated goal for the task he must inform the organisers in person or by telephone,
or radio (if permitted), with the minimum delay, at the latest by the closing time for the task. On return to base he
must go to retrieve control with his GPS unit. Failure to follow this procedure without good reason may result in the
pilot not being scored for the task, or in charges for any rescue services, which have been called out.

Landing evidence shall be from GPS track log as evidenced by an approved GPS flight verification system
(Chapter 16, Rules for GPS Flight Verification).

2.28 Goal In Soaring Competition

Two kinds of goal control are possible: with or without a physical line. Organizers should use physical finish line as
often as possible for several reasons (safety, accuracy, public, media).

2.28.1 With A Physical Line
If present, a physical line must be at least 50 m long and 1 m wide and the centre of this physical line must be the
official goal coordinates. The physical line must match as close as possible the virtual line and should not be further
away. Goal procedure : When the pilot reaches goal, their time is stored by the GPS when they cross the virtual
line. When a goal marshal and a physical line are present, the pilot needs to fly over the physical line (or at least
land on it).

2.28.2 Goal time
In Race to Goal tasks and when the physical line is displayed on the ground and goal marshal is present, goal
times are measured by the goal marshal for the 10 first pilots. Goal marshal times will be used only to update
arrival order in case of GPS time error leading to wrong arrival order. In all other cases (no physical line, no goal
marshal, non Race To Goal tasks, other pilots) the goal time will be measured only using the GPS.

2.28.3 Without A Physical Line
The virtual line is 200m long each side of the GPS goal coordinates and perpendicular to the previous turn-point.
The virtual line can also be a cylinder around specified GPS coordinates. The pilot’s goal