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Ten years ago, Borschberg flew up to 9235m
onboard Solar Impulse

Lausanne, Switzerland, 1 July 2020 — Ten years ago on 8 July 2010, Swiss pilot André Borschberg
established an extraordinary FAl world record, which remains unbeaten, by reaching the altitude
of 9235m with an aircraft powered by the energy of the sun. The flight was made at the Payerne
air base, Switzerland, with one-seater airplane Solar Impulse.

During this flight, he set two other records: Gain of height (8744m) and Duration (26h10m19s), also in
the Solar-Powered Airplane category. He took off on 7 July and landed the next day, thus making the
first overnight flight in the history of solar aviation.

These three records marked the first official recognition of the Solar Impulse’s performances. In the
following years, FAI ratified a series of records by either pilots Bertrand Piccard or André Borschberg
onboard two different Solar Impulse aircraft. HB-SIA, rolled out in 2009, was used until 2013 to make
several solar aviation firsts, such as the July 2010 flight and the 2013 crossing of the USA in several
legs. HB-SIB, presented to the public in 2014, was flown alternately by Piccard and Borschberg to
complete the circumnavigation of Earth in several legs from 2015 to 2016.

André Borschberg, now 67, considers himself an entrepreneur with a passion for exploration. Pursuing
his childhood dream of flying, he trained as a pilot in the Swiss Air Force and then earned several
degrees in engineering and management. In 2003, he met fellow countryman and adventurer Bertrand
Piccard, who, in 1999, achieved the first non-stop ballooning flight around the world. Together they
teamed up to design and fly Solar Impulse, with the aim of flying around the world using only renewable
energy.

Since 2017, Borschberg has been working on H55, a technological spin-off from Solar Impulse which
develops certified electronic propulsion solutions.

Notes for editors

FAI logo: bit.ly/FAI_logo

8 July 2020 records:
- Altitude: www.fai.org/record/16042
- Gain of height: www.fai.org/record/16043
- Duration: www.fai.org/record/16044

All Borschberg records: bit.ly/records-borschberg

Borschberg’s website: www.andreborschberg.com
Solar Impulse website: solarimpulse.com

Pictures (copyright Solar Impulse): https://cloud.fai.org/s/37bWGNNsSSQLENL6

About FAI

FAI, the World Air Sports Federation, is the world governing body for air sports and for certifying world
aviation and space records. The FAI was founded in 1905 and is a non-governmental and non-profit-
making organisation recognised by the International Olympic Committee (IOC).
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FAI activities include Aerobatics, Aeromodelling, Airships, Amateur-Built and Experimental Aircraft,
Balloons, Drones, Gliding, Hang Gliding, Helicopters, Manpowered Flying, Microlights, Parachuting,
Paragliding, Paramotors, Power Flying and all other Aeronautic activities and Space records.

www.facebook.com/airsports.fai
www.instagram.com/airsports.fai
www.twitter.com/airsports fai
www.flickr.com/airsports_fai
www.youtube.com/airsportschannel

www.fai.org

HitH


http://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5mYWNlYm9vay5jb20vYWlyc3BvcnRzLmZhaQ%3d%3d&r=11923220066&d=7993491&p=1&t=h&h=0fbe0e73bc258195c5f3438558250f70
http://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5pbnN0YWdyYW0uY29tL2FpcnNwb3J0cy5mYWk%3d&r=11923220066&d=7993491&p=1&t=h&h=e07a50098d9dc8f88e2169c04a5718e2
http://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cDovL3d3dy50d2l0dGVyLmNvbS9haXJzcG9ydHNfZmFp&r=11923220066&d=7993491&p=1&t=h&h=234b08773dbccea3f7d38fdfcee3b7f7
http://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5mbGlja3IuY29tL2FpcnNwb3J0c19mYWk%3d&r=11923220066&d=7993491&p=1&t=h&h=0ff4bbc05677e290fe2bd245392ed53a
http://www.youtube.com/airsportschannel
http://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5mYWkub3Jn&r=11923220066&d=7993491&p=1&t=h&h=bf1129fb46d765fdf1a7b50a447c5191

For more details, please contact the FAI:

Faustine Carrera
Communication Manager
0041 213451070
communication@fai.org

HHH


mailto:communication@fai.org

