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Cancellation of the 2022 FAI World Air Games  

and future overhaul of the event concept 

Lausanne, Switzerland, 20 January 2020 – FAI regretfully announces that the 2022 FAI World Air 
Games, due to take place in Turkey, have been cancelled. 

The Turkish Aeronautical Association (THK), which had been awarded the organisation of the event, 
asked the FAI to postpone the Games until 2025, due to the current difficult economic situation in 
Turkey. Following this request, the FAI Executive Board, after consultation with the Air Sports 
Commission Presidents, took the decision to cancel the 2022 Games rather than postponing them. The 
Board further announced that the Federation will undertake an overall review of the FAI World Air 
Games concept and format before deciding on any future edition of the Games.   

FAI President Bob Henderson said: “This has not been an easy decision to make. However it has been 
taken with all interests at heart and with a long-term and strategic view. The FAI World Air Games is 
the flagship event of the Federation and, as such, we must make sure that it be held in optimal 
conditions. The FAI will take this opportunity to discuss internally the future of the Games taking all FAI 
stakeholders’ best interests in consideration. 

“Since the start, the FAI, including the FAI Office and the Sports Commissions, has been working hard 
on the preparations for the event with our esteemed Member THK. We are grateful to our Turkish friends 
and thank them for all their efforts.” 

Information about the future FAI World Air Games events will be communicated in due course.  

Notes for editors 
 
FAI logo: bit.ly/FAI_logo  
 
About FAI 
 
FAI, the World Air Sports Federation, is the world governing body for air sports and for certifying world 
aviation and space records. The FAI was founded in 1905 and is a non-governmental and non-profit-
making organisation recognised by the International Olympic Committee (IOC).  
 
FAI activities include Aerobatics, Aeromodelling, Airships, Amateur-Built and Experimental Aircraft, 

Ballooning, Drones, Gliding, Hang Gliding, Helicopters, Manpowered Flying, Microlights, Paragliding, 

Paramotors, Power Flying, Skydiving and all other Aeronautic activities and Space records. 
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