Report to the CIA on the 2017 neeting of CIMP, the
medi cal comm ssion of the FAl.

By Dr Peter Saundby, UK del egate & President of Honour.

This nmeeting was held in Ronme i mmedi ately prior to the

I nternati onal Congress of Aviation & Space Medi ci ne
because several of the CIMP del egates al so attend that
and it saves greatly on their travel costs. W net in the
grand and historic offices of the Italian Aero C ub which
al so generously provided [unch and refreshnments. Ten

Nati onal Aero Cl ubs were represented by sone fifteen

del egates, including Russia after a gap of many years.

As usual it started with a Bureau Meeting on the Friday
eveni ng which was sinply finalising adm nistrative
arrangenents. These included a splendid dinner at a
restaurant in a palace built by the English Cardinal
Thomas Wl sey in 1515. As a President of Honour
attended all neetings. Saturday was a technical neeting
and started with a presentation fromthe USA which
expl ai ned the adoption of driving |icence standards for
flying light aircraft which has a had a nmassive take up
Their schene is simlar to, but not identical to the UK
CAA schene. There was a presentation concerning EASA
whi ch stated that the inposition of EASA rul es over
national rules would be further postponed until 2020.
Refl ected in both this session and in many nati onal
reports was a massive discontent with the EASA managenent
of non-commercial aviation. Inevitably I comrented that
this discontent had contributed to the brexit vote.

The World Anti Dopi ng Agency (WADA) presents many
problens for air-sports but not usually the control of
per f ormance enhanci ng drugs. Originally al cohol was
included for flight safety reasons but now WADA wi shes to
di sconti nue al cohol testing because it is not perfornmance
enhanci ng and positive tests are comon. In discussion it
transpired that there have been a few problens with

i nt oxi cated conpetitors but the common transgressions
have been after a contest when conpetitors flew hone
before fully recovering fromthe party! COMP is unwlling
to becone responsible for testing but pointed out that
national |egislation exists and could be enforced. In a

| ast paper, WADA has great difficulty in keeping ahead of
devel opnents, is genetic manipulation for sporting
performance a potential problenf

Safety was di scussed and | presented a paper on the two
medi cally rel ated accidents which occurred in July 2016



together with a review of past BGA nedical accidents and
incidents. It is unsatisfactory that too often a nedi cal
cause is a diagnosis of exclusion w thout being subject
to the sane | evel of proof because no other cause can be
identified. It is also unsatisfactory that in many
nations the investigation of sporting accidents is

i nadequate, often being by the |ocal police with no

aut opsy. There was a paper on the special problens of Red
Bull air race pilots where very high accel erations for
very short periods are experienced. Follow ng a fatal
accident in an international contest the FAl casualty
procedure has been updated with special reference to the
support of bereaved famlies.

The Sunday norning was devoted to formal business. Many
EU nations expressed extrene di scontent with EASA, the
LAPL has not been a success, being designed for young
persons but nostly used by the elderly and less fit. A
new y appoi nted doctor in the Netherlands grounded many
pilots with consequential court actions, but he has since
|l ost his job! The Swi ss have suffered a high accident
rate but the Swedes are doing well. | argued that the
function of the state should be to del egate and audit
rather than to regulate air sports, because officials
cannot have sufficient expertise. The Cl MP Bureau w ||
remai n unchanged with Richard Garrison (USA) as President
and Gregoire Schrago (Swi ss) as Secretary. The next
meeting wll be in Lausanne on a week-end to be arranged
in June-July 2018.
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