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The FAI Drone Racing World Cup (F9U class) had been introduced in 2016.  

2025 is the 8th edition by considering no World Cup had been held in 2020 and 2021 due to COVID 
pandemic. 

CALENDAR 

16 Drone Racing Open International World Cup events from 15 different countries were registered on the 
FAI Calendar for the year 2025. 

Four of them had been removed: 

- Indoor event named DR-5.0 (Lithuania) scheduled on January 18 and 19 removed on December 18 after 
being informed that it will be run with Tinywhoop models with rules not respecting the FAI F9U class 
rules. 

- Paris Drone Racing World Cup event (France) scheduled on September 13 and 14 removed on May 26 
after being informed by the organiser that the venue was no more available for competition. 

- Sichuan Drone Racing World Cup event (People's Republic of China) scheduled on August 7 to 11, 

announced as being postponed on July 26 and then cancelled on August 10. 

- Phoenix Drone Racing event (North Macedonia) scheduled on October 11 and 12 cancelled at the last 
moment due to a low number of competitors interested to participate. 

So, 12 World Cup events from 11 different countries had been effectively considered for the 2025 World 
Cup ranking. 

 

Note: A Masters Series had been introduced in 2019. No Masters event had been considered for the year 2024. 
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PARTICIPATION 

443 competitors placed in 2025 which is more than last year but still significantly lower compared before 
COVID break. 

185 juniors placed representing 42 % of the total number of competitors. This percentage continues to 
increase every year. 

41 women placed in the World Cup ranking. The number of women had significantly increased but still 
represents a low percentage (9 %) of the total number of competitors. 
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CLASSIFICATION 

The total World Cup score for each participant is the sum of their three best event results (numbers of 
points). 

For each participant, one event result per organising country is considered for the World Cup ranking (better 
number of points for any organising country in which he has scored in two events). 

The podium is as follows: 

1- Killian ROUSSEAU (France) - 132 points 

2- Yuki HASHIMOTO (Japan) - Junior - 132 points 

3- Dimo SHTEREV (Bulgaria) – 131 points 

The winner, Killian ROUSSEAU from France already won the 2018 and 2023 editions.  

In the following sheet, are mentioned for the columns corresponding to the results: 

- Country abbreviation code of the event as for example KSA (see correspondence on the event’s list in 
page 1). 

- Placing and number of competitors placed; as an illustration, 2/62 means second place with 62 
competitors having flown in the event. 

 

The complete results can be downloaded on the FAI website with the following link: 
https://www.fai.org/world-cups/drone-racing-2025 

The second placed is junior and 4 juniors are placed in the top 10. 

The best female is Enning YU, junior 9 years old from People’s Republic of China. She is placed 39th in the 
overall World Cup ranking. 

https://www.fai.org/world-cups/drone-racing-2025
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FAI DRONE PERMISSION 

The possibility to issue FAI Drone Permission had been introduced in 2017 to accommodate the fast-
growing sport of Drone Racing and to help the competitors who found difficult or too expensive to obtain a 
FAI Sporting Licence from their NAC. 

From 2019, FAI takes into account formal request from NACs to refrain issue of FAI Drone Permissions for 
their country. In addition to BLR and RUS for which the NAC is still suspended due to the war in Ukraine, 13 
countries are actually on the block list countries: CZE, ESP, GER, HKG, HUN, IND, JPN, KOR, MAS, NOR, 
SRB, TPE and USA. 

FAI Drone Permissions issued in 2025 are detailed in the following table. 
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About 300 FAI Drone Permissions had been issued in 2025 but only half of them had been effectively used 
to participate in a World Cup event. That number is much higher compared to last year for which 61 FAI 
Drone Permissions were issued with only 25 of them effectively used. 

Two events explain this significative increase of the request for FAI Drone Permissions: 

- Riyadh Drone Racing World Cup event (January 23 to 25). The precise location in Riyadh and dates for 
that event which had been postponed from October 2024 to beginning 2025 had been distributed with a 
short delay before the event. The organiser had done important efforts by entirely inviting the competitors 
in order to get a maximum of countries participating with new ones especially from the Middle East 
region. So, 48 countries were represented with at least one competitor. 

Due to those reasons, the easier way for many competitors was the FAI Drone Permission to participate 
instead to get or renew a FAI Sporting Licence in a so short delay. 135 competitors participated including 
56 with a FAI Drone Permission (41 %). 

- Shanghai Drone Racing World Cup event (September 24 to 27). It was the first Done Racing World Cup 
event held in People’s Republic of China. The details for that event had been distributed in a short delay 
before the event. This conducted to a low number of foreign competitors participating.  

73 competitors participated to the event. 66 were from People’s Republic of China including 52 juniors 
and 20 females. 

Most of the Chinese competitors were member of the Drone Racing Association league created by ASFC 
in 2024 to develop drone racing in China but never competed in a World Cup event before and so were 
holding a FAI Sporting licence. Due to the short delay before the event to register, 80 % of the Chinese 
competitors flew with a FAI Drone Permission isued some days before the event. 

 

 


