CASE AX-11-2
AX MER

Chapter 11
  Landings

Event: European Championships 1998. Appealed to the FAI

11.2.3 Landing close to goal, target or mark

Event Rule reference.

11.2.3
Unless otherwise stated in the task data, a landing at will is not permitted within 200 meters of goals, targets, or any mark of the competitor.

AX-11-2
Complaint Letter
Rule 11.5 was not applied to the scoring of the task 16.

I ask to check the actual landing positions of all competitors

Competitor

AX-11-2
Response to Complaint
I have considered your complaint and make the following comments.

Two competitors made ground contact close to the Target and have been penalised.

Some competitors landed in the adjacent field for safety reasons. This was a reasonable decision due to the deteriorating weather conditions and the shortage of landing places.

As no competition advantage was gained and no obstruction occurred to other competitors, I have decided not to penalise competitors who landed in this field even if they were within 200 meters of the Target.


Competition Director
AX-11-2
Protest Letter
I am dissatisfied with the answer to my complaint.

I hereby protest the Directors decision in this matter.

Some competitors landed closer than 200 meters to the target set by the Director. The reason they did this is to no avail and makes no difference.

It is every pilots decision where he lands. And there are clearly defined rules where he can do this without penalty.

I disagree with the statement that there was no obstruction to other competitors, since flying a low approach could not be finished without hitting the first line of balloons or being forced to land before them.

Rule 11.5 was in force and has to be applied.


Competitor
AX-11-2
Jury Decision

The Jury accepted the decision of the Event Director that:

a) No competitive advantage was gained by competitors landing within 200 m of the goal;

b) It was reasonable for competitors to land in the adjacent field because of the shortage of landing sites and the possible onset of rain.

As there is no specific penalty for landing within 200 m of a goal a warning would normally have ben appropriate, but hardly necessary for the last task of the vent.

The protest is rejected.

Signed:
Jury President and Jurors

AX-11-2
Appeal to the FAI

This case was handled together with case AX-12-2 by the FAI
