Case # AX-12-1 - AXMER - 

Chapter 12 - Goal, Marker

Event: North American Championship - 1992
AX-12-1 Complaint Letter

Rule 6.1 "Return of observer." As noted on the observer sheet, many attempts were made to contact officials by the crew and myself, beginning when I was still in the air and continuing after landing. Either nobody answered the official phones as there may not have been anyone there or the phone was switched off. The search for the marker required a long drive each way, along with a long walk in an area inaccessible to vehicles because of muddy roads. The search was successful resulting in recovery of the marker. No penalty should be assessed.
Competitor 

AX-12-1 Response to Complaint

Rule 6.1 You requested an extension for return of observer. This was granted technically until 12:50. Your observer was returned approximately 1422 and continued to be in your charge until approximately 1505 certainly not in the time frame you originally requested. The fact that you personally extended the time you had with the observer could be a competitive advantage as compared with those other pilots who returned their observers by the time allowed in their extensions.
Competition Director 

AX-12-1 Protest Letter

Re: Penalty on my score for task #3, Rule 6.1 

During this flight, I made a baggy throw in an area where the crew and observer were not able to drive to because the entry road to the area was not evident. This was the first of three baggies thrown during the flight. I radioed to my crew to phone the event officials and ask for a time extension for return of the observer. Their attempts were not successful. No one answered the official phones. 

After landing, I tried to phone the officials to ask for an extension of time because of the already late hour (I landed at 10:25). One of my calls resulted in contacting a MS. X, who was in transit and who said she would relay my request to other officials, if she could find any. My observer noted on the observer report seven separate attempts to contact officials to request an extension. 

The missing baggy was on the ground a long distance away, near town A. I made the decision to go retrieve it, since I knew right where it was. The retrieval required asking directions and permission to enter private property from a number of people. Upon gaining access, a long walk was necessary, since there was mud and standing water on the rough road making it impassable to our vehicle. We were successful in finding the baggy and returned the briefer as soon as was possible(approximately 14:22).

The kink in the system was not being able to contact any official with authority to say whether or not we could get an extension. This problem needs to be addressed by the officials. Meanwhile, I received a penalty, which is unreasonable and should be removed. I made many attempts to get an extension, and felt that would suffice because no successful method existed. 

Incidentally, if I had left the marker where it was, I would have received a fifty point lost marker penalty, but I felt I could avoid any penalty by retrieving the marker.
Competitor 

AX-12-1 Jury Decision

Re: Protest on Penalty for task #3, rule 6.1
The jury unanimously agrees to uphold the Competition Director’s penalty on task #3, rule 6.1. Although the Competition Director had given your crew an additional hour and thirty minutes extension on search time, you took I upon yourself to extend that period further. If you had difficulties reaching officials by phone the onus was upon you to go to the competition centre personally and get further extensions. 

Your protest deposit is forfeited.
The Jury 

