JURY REPORT 43rd GORDON BENNETT

Albuquerque NM, 1st – 10th October 1999.

To:
FAI International Ballooning Commission.


Hans Akerstedt, Chairman Jury Board.

From:
Les Purfield, Jury President.

The 43rd Gordon Bennett Race held in Albuquerque New Mexico USA, was concluded successfully on 9th October 1999, only one (1) complaint and protest were received. The Final Results are attached to this report. 

Event Officials:

Event Director 


Steven M  Shope

Assistant Event Director
Marcus Haggeney

Safety Officer


Rodney A May

Scoring Officer

J. W. Byrd

Chief Observer


Jim Thompson

Launch Master


Walter Muller

Command Centre Director
Dick Butterfield

Helium Operations

Dr. Steven A Komadina

Meteorological Forecaster
David Dehenauw

Briefings:

The General Briefing was held at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, where the roll call confirmed the withdrawal of Poland. All other entrants were present which gave an entry of 20 competitors from 12 countries.

A request to amend two rules, 4.3 and 7.1 had been approved at an earlier meeting of the Jury. The changes were as follows:

Rule 4.3. – Request to add sentence: Outside the Territory of the United States,, the official competition maps will be the appropriate sectional charts. The Jury advised that the word “sectional” should be removed.

Rule 7.1 – Request to change a comma after the text “the ground or water” to a full stop, due to a typographical error.

The General Briefing covered Rules, Helium filling, Launch procedures, Command centre actions and position reporting, NOTAM, Safety checks, Meteorological policy, Restricted Airspace and entry into Canada or Mexico. All items were fully covered and understood by the Competitors.

The draw for Departure positions was completed as defined in Article 8 of the Gordon Bennett rules. 

Further briefings took place on the Launchfield and at the Launch Platform. Written Met information was supplied at these briefings but communication was difficult due to the background ambient noise, and in the case of the launch platform, no PA was available. This resulted in some confusion as to the policy of supplying Met information after the first 24 hours, it was stated that the Jury had forbidden this, but this was actually an organisers decision due to it being impossible to give individual forecasts. It was also stated that any weather warnings would be available from the Command Centre to any Competitors or Crew contacting them.

Inflation and Launch:

Inflation was smooth but slow due mainly to the surface wind conditions. 5 lines were available with 4 balloons on each. Launch started at 2150 and was completed at 2240. 

Command Centre: 

The Command Centre was manned 24 hours a day and a log was kept of all communications, incoming and outgoing for the duration of the competition. (Available if required.)

Most teams filed regular position reports but some did not communicate for many hours, this gave the organisers problems when trying to produce weather warnings as they had no idea where the balloons were.

Debriefing

Debriefing was carried out on an as required basis when the observer returned. The landing information and observer report form had been Faxed to the Operation Centre prior to the observers return.
Scoring 

Scoring was completed efficiently when all competitors had returned. Provisional results were published 1300 8th October 1999. Final results were published 9th October 1999.

Complaints

There was one complaint during the Event from Competitor No 5 which resulted in a Protest

Protests

The Protest received from Competitor No 5 was received within the time limits and was correct in all aspects.

Note : Details of the Complaint and Protest are attached to this report.

Suggestions.

Briefings should have better PA facilities and also a dedicated room where it is quiet.

ATC briefing should be given prior to the flight briefing, so as to make competitors aware of the facilities available and what will be expected of them from ATC.

Met Briefing to be given with visual presentation of  24 to 48 hour forecasts. Information of  Met services available during the flight should be given and explained.

Organisers encouraged to supply a tracking device for each balloon, or encourage competitors to report in on a regular basis by supplying weather information in return. Competitors should be encouraged to check in at least every 6 hours.

Recommendations

1. That the AA Working Group review Rule 6.5 and consider if an amendment is required as a result of the Protest.

2. That the AA Working Group review Rule 7.3 with regard to the 4 hour time limit.

Les Purfield

Jury President

43rd Coupe Aeronautique Gordon Bennett

