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Highlights 2003
CIA Annual Meeting

The CIA’s annual meeting took place in Cerney-la-Ville (France) from March 5 to 8. 26 NACs were present or represented at this very successful meeting, hosted and perfectly organised by the French NAC and the Fédération Française d’Aérostation (FFA).The FAI President, Mr. Wolfgang Weinreich, was in attendance for the whole meeting. The meeting successfully dealt with its agenda and among the items discussed the following are noteworthy:

· CIA delegates reported on ballooning activities in their respective countries, and the CIA statistics return for the year 2002 show the following particulars:

· 29 (62%) out of 47 NAC delegates returned the statistics questionnaire on their respective activities

· 95% of 13,500 reported licensed balloon pilots are hot air balloon pilots and only 3.2% are pilots under training, and 6.9% are licensed flight instructors. (19% of all gas balloon pilots and 6.2% of all hot air balloon pilots)

· 98,3% of 13,800 reported balloons with valid CofA are hot air balloons

· 45 balloon manufacturers reported 363 new balloons built

· CIA member NACs claimed 7 National Records and 8 FAI World Records

· CIA sanctioned 7 Category 1 events, and CIA member NACs reported 530 non-sanctioned ballooning events

· A total of 487 competitors participated in 266 National Championship tasks

· 161 FAI Sporting Licenses were issued to balloonists by CIA member NACs

· 20 CIA member NACs use a National Ranking List for the FAI Championship selection process

· CIA member NACs reported 1,675 competition officials and record observers

· 592 ballooning associations

· 75,700 (88.9%) out of a total of 85,200 balloon flight were hot air balloon flights

· A total of 107,100 hours were flown in balloons and airships

· 1,787 commercial balloon operators were reported to account for 37% of all ballooning activity

· 14% of the overall activity is reckoned to be competition and records, and 38% pleasure and fun flying.

· Accidents/Incidents:

	
	Total
	Per 100,000 flights
	Per 100,000 hours

	Flights
	85,200
	
	

	Hours flown
	107,000
	
	

	Accidents
	61
	71.6
	57

	Incidents
	55
	64.5
	51.4

	Fatalities
	3
	3.5
	2.8

	Injured
	88
	64.5
	51.4


· The CIA Plenary decided to accept an offer from the City of Gersthofen (Germany) to provide a permanent home for the CIA Hall of Fame at the Balloon Museum in Gersthofen.

· The European Hot Air Airships Championship 2003 in Slovenia was cancelled and postponed to 2004.

· The CIA’s Records Subcommittee and the CIA President reported that they successfully resisted efforts by an FAI Member to gag and discredit its record revue committee members, by rejecting that Member’s insinuations and statements that the CIA violated the Sporting Code, tweaked record performances, manipulated the data to find better performance on behalf of the record claimant, and committed a serious breach of duty.
Major 2003 CIA Category One Events

13th European Hot Air Balloon Championship 

The event was successfully held in Vilnius (Lithuania) from August 8 to 17 2003. 68 competitors flew 21 tasks in very difficult conditions, and the new European Champion is Uwe SCHNEIDER from Germany (16913 points). Second place went to Sandor VEGH from Hungary (16909 points), and third place to Jan TIMMERS from Belgium (15765 points)

47th Coupe Aéronautique Gordon Bennett 

The event took place at Arc-en-Senans/France from September 12 to 20 2003.

Other CAT1 events successfully staged:

	3rd MOL Cup Debrecen
	AX
	Debrecen/Hungary
	20th to 26th May 2003

	Mobilux Trophy & World Honda GP 2003
	AX
	Bourscheid/Luxembourg
	23th to 27th July 2003

	4th Termofarm Cup 2003 & 24th Nationals
	AX
	Kecskemet/Hungary
	20th to 26th June 2003

	11th Coupe d’Europe & 14th Ladies Cup
	AX
	Mainfonds/France
	31st July to 3rd August 2003


CAT1 events to come:

	2003 Motegi International Championship
	AX
	Motegi/Japan
	19th to 25th Nov. 2003

	16th World Hot Air Balloon Championship
	AX
	Mildura/Australia
	26th June to 3rd July 2004


FAI Class A and B World Records
World Records ratified since the 2002 FAI GC:

	Pilot
	Type of Record
	Claim number
	Date
	Size category
	Performance

	Steve Fossett (USA)
	Shortest time around the world
	7402

7401

7520
	03.07.02
	Absolute

AM-14

AM-15
	320h 33 min

	Steve Fossett (USA)
	Distance
	7407
	03.07.02
	AM-14
	33,195.1 km

	Steve Fossett (USA)
	Duration
	7408
	03.07.02
	AM-14
	355h 50 min

	Richard Abruzzo (USA)
	Distance
	7623

7835
	05.02.03
	AA-6

AA-7
	3,338.25 km


World Records claimed since the 2002 FAI GC

	Pilot
	Type of Record
	Claim number
	Date
	Size category
	Performance

	Troy Bradley (USA)
	Distance
	7606
	20.01.03
	AX-9
	1,560 km

	Coy Foster (USA)
	Altitude
	7640
	08.03.03
	AS-2
	760 m

	Coy Foster (USA)
	Distance
	7641
	08.03.03
	AS-2
	640 km

	Coy Foster (USA)
	Duration
	7642
	08.03.03
	AS-2
	12 h

	Hokan Colting (CAN)
	Altitude
	7801
	12.06.03
	BA-5
	6,160 m


Major World Record planned

Andy Elson and Colin Prescott, two British balloon pilots plan to take the largest ever gas (helium) balloon to a record-breaking 132,000 ft and break the 42-year-old altitude record held by US pilots Malcolm Ross and Vic Prather at 113,740 ft. A first attempt to launch the giant balloon (as high as the Empire State Building at launch, with more than 40 million cu.ft when fully inflated at 132,000 ft) failed early September when the 5 tonnes polyethylene envelope developed cracks while inflating. A second attempt is likely to take place in 2004.

FAI / CIA Awards

	FAI Gold Air Medal
	Steve Fossett
	USA

	FAI Diploma for Outstanding Airmanship
	Victor Zagainov
	Kazakhstan

	Montgolfier Diploma-best performance Gas Balloon
	Vincent and Jean-François Leys
	France

	Montgolfier Diploma-best performance Hot Air Balloon
	Vic Johnson and Larry Simburger
	USA

	Santos-Dumont Gold Airship Medal
	Hokan Colting
	Canada

	CIA Hall of Fame inductee (living)
	Helma Sjuts
	Germany

	CIA Hall of Fame inductee (posthumous)
	Malcolm Forbes
	USA

	FAI Air Sports Medal
	Gun Ekdahl

Victor Zagainov

Jonathan Thornton
	Sweden

Kazakhstan

Brazil
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