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Prep07AX,  Version 2,   22.12.2006 

New items and leftovers from last year to be discussed prior to the CIA Meeting 2007. 

This is the working document (Version as above), continuing discussion.

The items are listed in the sequence as they came up. After the headline there is mentioned the [actual status] of the item.

The items (normally numbered) are related to AXMER or AXMER and AXMERG.

Following are the items related to AXMERG only. The numbering begins with 1G. 

Wording changes are highlighted as follows: New text is underlined and printed in green while text to be eliminated is striken out and printed in red.



Business for 2006/2007 (the protocol from march 2006 shows the following tasks):

1.    Business for 2005/2006:

- contest landing in AXMERG to be rewritten for electronic marks
- Fly On rule in AXMER

- Marker resting place (on car, boat, etc.)

1 - attendance at prize giving [discussion started]

I find it a kind of unfair or not sportsmanslike behaviour, that more and more competitors are absent at the prize giving.

If you ask them, they have business dates or similar. I'm  asking myself, what they would do if they happen to be on the podium ?

I thought if we can force them to attend the prize giving in some way (a rule with penalty, a deposit paid back at prize giving, etc.
2 - Marker resting place [discussion started]

I want to discuss the marker landed on the water stream.  Not on the (big) 

river.  We can declare rivers as out of bounds as we did in Motegi.  But, 

sometimes a marker landed on running small creak or canal.

The Rule says the mark is the position of final marker resting place.  An 

observer thinks we have to wait until the marker stops (but maybe not stop 

until pick up). An observer thinks the position when we see the marker.

Sometimes the marker on running water stream is going to the goal position 

(I meant in PDGs or FONs) or sometime it is going away from the goal.

We need discussions to interpret this rule and need some explanation in COH 

or some sentences to AX-MER.

As somebody mentioned before, we also need to discuss the solution of that 

marker on the envelope problem.  But the solution may be different from 

running water case.
3 - interpretation of Shortened Time Limits [discussion started]
Hans Akerstedt, May06:

We are translating the new MER to Swedish.

I came across this rule and I am not sure how to interpret it.

 
5.6.3.1
COMPLAINTS CONCERNING SCORING OR ANY MATTER MADE ON OR AFTER THE LAST DAY OF THE EVENT MUST BE SUBMITTED TO THE DIRECTOR WITHIN ONE HOUR OF PUBLICATION OF THE OFFICIAL scores.

Does this mean that:

Complaints concerning scoring must always be made within one hour of publication of the official results

and complaints concerning any matter made on or after the last day of the event must be made within one hour of publication of the official results

 Or

 Complaints concerning any matter made on or after the last day of the event must be made within one hour of publication of the official results.

If the second interpretation is the correct one then the words "scoring or" could be omitted.

I am asking as the Swedish translation of the rule word by word it will produce the second interpretation.

Mathijs, May06:
This rule is not changed from previous years I think. However if you analyze it literally as Hans did for his translation, then it becomes important which 'or' separates what. I think (at least always was under the impression) that the second 'or' separates the substance which means Hans' second interpretation. The solution is either Hans' proposal to delete 'or scoring' or to insert a comma after 'MATTER'. I am happy with either option.

Since the paragraph is in Capital letters the text comes from the GS or SI of the Sporting Code so this should be the Home work of that committee.

Uwe, May06:
I agree with Mathijs that either a comma is missing (resp. the sentence should be divided into 2 parts) or the two words should be deleted.

As it is S1 text, the S&SC WG should deal with it. (But they will blame us as the rules which were taken into An3 were coming from us ...)
4 - goal rebuilt or moved (Rule 12.1.2) [discussion started]
Masashi, May06:
12.1.2
A competitor arriving at an expected goal that was rebuilt or moved, should aim for the closest replaced goal within 100 m. If the goal has ceased to exist and no similar goal is seen within 100 m, the competitor should aim for the coordinates. These coordinates will also be taken to calculate/measure any other related tasks of that flight.

'no similar goal' in the 2nd sentence.  It is a bit confusing expression.  Because, the goal is 'selected' by the director or a competitor.  Until it is dealt as the goal, the land mark such as an intersection can not be a goal.  I think it is better to use 'an intersection' in this context.

[MdB] 

I am happy with the proposed change and see no need in the change from goal to intersection. I think we should look again at the whole text of Goals and Target and maybe rewrite that next year. The substantial difference between the two is not written in the book. My interpretation would be:

GOAL:           A goal is a feature on the competition map that is used as an aiming point for competitors to fly to. If the goal is an intersection of roads then the aiming point will be … (description of the two options etc…) and any measurements will be made from that point on the earth.

TARGET:       A target is an object laid out by Officials, at or close by a goal, or a point defined by coordinates. 

This would be my suggestion for next year. If we would agree on this approach then we should subsequently have to write rules for the case when the Goal or Target is not there were expected. (Intersection changed, target stolen or forbidden to be laid out etc.)

In this situation (the intersection was removed and no other intersection within 100 meters) and a pilot dropped at the exact position which the pilot declared (or declared position of the goal from the list).  If his mark point is the exact same as digits of goal cordinates, what is his results?  0.00 meters?  Or 10 meters?  Or 5 meters?
We all agree that GPS can not show the exact same position 1 meter or less.  But more than 90-95% posibility show it can be less than 10 meters.  What is the 'reasonable' result for this mark?

I believe as long as we check all interstions just before the event such situation might not happen.  But it is better to prepare such consideration.
[MdB] 

I was not so happy with this rules change from the start. I think it tries to solve an unsolvable problem that is different from situation to situation. Anyhow now that is there I would say that an official should try to determine with his GPS where the coordinates given are in reality. After having done so, the best he can, he then should take a measuring tape and measure from the virtual point to marker. This would then be his result.

5 - Behavior (Rule 10.5) [discussion started]
Masashi, May06:
We decided R.105 as:

"-to substitute in rule 10.5 BEHAVIOUR reckless flying by endangering the public during flight" 

But AX-MER-2006 has the old wordings at the title.  It is better to change.

[MdB] 

I am sorry I missed this (actually I only checked the changes not the omitted ones). In hindsight I am not unhappy with this involuntary omission. Then I think the change we decided upon is not very well thought about. 'Endangering public in flight' is only part of that paragraph.

 10.5          BEHAVIOUR

                 Competitors are required to fly with proper consideration for persons and livestock on the ground and to follow good landowner relations etiquette or code of conduct when provided. Inconsiderate behaviour by competitors or crew members, or endangering the public during flight, may be penalised by up to 1000 competition points.

[MdB] 

The paragraph includes general behaviour, ground crew behaviour, livestock and flying over the public. So actually the title BEHAVIOR is quite correct. I propose to leave it as is and think about it again next year.
Uwe, May06:
We agreed to change the wording in the text but not the headline. The confusion was that under the paragraph BEHAVIOR we had also text about reckless flying. When we discussed the new wording of 10.1 we found that the meaning of 'reckless flying' was more a question between competitors (danger of midair collisions) while that expressed in 'behavior' was more a danger to the public. That 's why we changed the wording into ' endangering the public during flight'.
6 - horizontal collision [discussion started]
Masashi, May06:
I had the 2nd round of JPN HONDA Grand Prix last week.  One pilot hit 

the other envelope seriously (fortunately nothing happened) just 

after T/O from CLA.

He pulled the lip line after releasing quick release, while his 

balloon towards the other balloon.  His balloon hit the other 

horizontally.  It is really stupid.  I wanted to give him some 

penalty points.  But there was no proper rule.  So I used chapter 

13.2.1 rules, and comments as 'reckless take-off'.

I believe we should include such wordings at chapter 9 or 10.
7 – excessive vertical speed [discussion started]
David, Dec06:
Penalties and guidelines for excessive vertical speed near other balloons.

We need a consistent policy that will stop pilots from flying dangerously yet allow them to fly at high vertical speeds when executed safely.  The low penalties given in Motegi for the first violation were insufficient to deter the dangerous flying.  The vertical speed limit applied later in the competition was too much and too late.  The penalties applied late in the competition were excessive and overruled by the Jury.
8 – 90days period [discussion started]
Uwe, Dec06:
At the worlds 2006 we had a limited no. of competitors due to the given area of the main launch field and other limiting factors. Thus the places were more wanted than ever. Some participants had to decline from the competition due to personal or work reasons. In some cases the resign happened in the 90 days period. In this case only the relevant NAC may replace the competitor. If the NAC does not want to send another, the 90 days rule does not allow another NAC to use the place. I think the rule was made to inhibit those pilots sitting in front of the general briefing door waiting for one competitor not to show up in time. But 90 days is a long period in the age of www and email. I think the limits could be shortened. (I asked CSC and S&SC WG to put this task on their agendas too)

9 – Landing distance and Equity Rule [discussion started]
David, Dec06:
Landing distance and Equity Rule.

Do we really need a 200 meter minimum when the observer is there?  In Motegi, the Director ignored the rule when it seemed fair.  Another competitor protested the practice and the penalty was later applied.  This raises three additional issues.  How do we make sure the Director and Scoring Officer follow the rules?  Does the Director have the right to ignore a rule when he determines it is the equitable thing to do? Does a competitor have the right to protest something that does not directly affect his score?

10 – Lost Marker Rule [discussion started]
Uwe, Oct06:
A competitor flies with the observer and drops a marker in the vicinity of his PDG. The observer sees the marker on the ground and makes a sketch. The competitor additionally takes a video of the marker falling and hitting the ground. When returning to the spot after landing the marker isn't there any more. Obviously it has been taken away.

Questions:

1- what is the result when the track log shows the balloon height above the PDG being 2100 ft AGL ?

2- what is the result when the track log shows the balloon height above the PDG being 1900 ft AGL ?

3- is the sketch of the observer of any value, if the ballon height was 2000 ft AGL ?

4- is the video of the competitor of any value ?

5- would the video of the competitor be of any value, if showing a person taking the marker away ?
Uwe, Dec06:
dear Masashi,

the change to 2500 ft MSL was just for Motegi.

If you have another competition until march 2007, I would agree to make it similar, i.e. choose an MSL altitude which corresponds to a middle 2000ft AGL in the competition area. It should not allow high drops but also not force competitors to fly below ground level.

For next years AX-WG discussion I will propose to define the altitude in section II.
David, Dec06:
Lost Marker Rule 12.15.   Needs to be changed to MSL to accommodate uneven terrain like Motegi.

Eric, Dec06:
As you mentionned in October, we definitely need to discuss again how to optimize the R12.15 Lost Marker Rule, as I also heard some questions/remarks about it.
11 – GPS vs Barometric Altitude [discussion started]
David, Dec06:
GPS vs Barometric Altitude.

In Motegi, we used Geko 301s with Barometric Altitude.  Some feel very strongly that this is the more accurate procedure.  We should examine the data and consider which method is best.
12 – Geometric Design Task [discussion started]
Eric, Dec06:
With loggers, one ED can have some new ideas, and maybe no possibilities to test it. As we know, our friend Mathijs always has new ideas and manage to test them, but to do so for others, maybe we could think of a "general" task called "Geometric Design" for example.

Then, we could put some standard tasks datas like:

0. Name of the task

a. Start time/end time of the task

b. description of 3D limits (horizontal and/or vertical)

c. valid times of each scoring areas.

One can then think of a "VERTICAL LAND RUN" with "A" on the ground with a marker for e.g., then "B" as a "PDG in altitude" (pilot declared star), and then "C" as another marker or landing point. 

Or even the best "PYRAMIDE VOLUME" which would correspond in fact to 2 "land run", i.e. 1 vertical and 1 horizontal with the same "A" point and same "C" point. "A" being the take-off (for example) and "C" and "D" two markers for example. Best result being the perfect combination of 2 "equilateral" triangles that can be calculated before take-off and then the pilot has to aim for his 3 targets (1 virtual in the sky and 2 physical on the ground), quite funny to fly......but for only 1000points.

 These are only 2 examples out of dozens......

 As there are several possibilities and we can't all list them, that's why I propose the idea of a "Geometric Design Task" (GDT).....

13 – forced landing [discussion started]
Penalty for 'emergency landing' after power line contact

David, Jul06:

One pilot hit a powerline while approaching his PDG goal.

There were thankfully no injuries and no damage to the balloon.

My question is whether to treat his powerline collision as a contest

landing or to make some other type of entry in the results.

If it is treated as a contest landing, then according to the rules,

He receives a distance penalty (within 200m of goal) and a collision

Penalty in the PDG.  He then gets a no result for the GBM (not in scoring area), he

gets a result for the MJDG based on his contest landing, he gets results

in the FONs only if he made provisional declarations because the FON

previous markers were not dropped.

If it is treated as something other than a contest landing, what?

I'm curious how the scores were handled when a balloon was forced to

land due to a collision in task one of the Worlds in France.

Masashi, Jul06:
It is not clear from your e-mail that competitor landed within a very

short time after the collision to the powerline.  If he did so or he

was forced to land, anyhow I will deal his 'landing' as the contest

landing.  Of course, the definition of contest landing may need the

pilot's will.  But in this case, there is no other solution, I guess.

PDG:  maybe penalized by distance infringement

MJDG:  use landing position

GBM:  NR

FON, FON:  NR, because he didn't drop markers for PDG declaration.

That is my primitive thoughts.

Mathijs, Jul06:
I would not treat this as a contest landing, because it is obvious that

He did want to land in the first task.  Hitting a power line can never be

considered as a landing in my opinion.

He did hit a power-line so should be penalized for this. He should be

penalized for this in the first task according to rule 8.4.3.

Since he did not finish the other tasks (I assume he landed shortly after

He hit the power line) I would score him in Group B (No result) in all other

tasks.

David, Jul06:
Thanks for all  of your comments.  I agree with both sides.  I treated

it  as a contest landing because he landed with markers and the rules do

not

provide for any other method.  I do agree with Mathijs that an unintended

landing should be treated differently but the rules do not  provide a

solution.  Fortunately the pilots don't even notice the issue.  Just for us

to work it out and modify the  rules for future use.

Uwe, Jul06:
Did you give the competitor a penalty according to 10.8 ?
David, Jul06:
As I mentioned in the reply I just sent to your first message, maybe we

don't need another penalty because he is penalized enough.  He received a

200 point penalty under 10.8 because of extenuating circumstances at the

goal.  He was following another balloon into the goal and probably didn't

see the powerline until he was almost in it and he ripped out.

My question is, what to do for the pilot who is forced to land by

another balloon before completing all tasks in the  flight.

Eric, Dec06:
I also remember a question of David during his nationals at the end of July about a landing after hit of a power line. We discussed the possibility to think about what to do after a "forced landing", with 2 separate items: pilot's fault or third party fault.
14 – photo/video evidence [discussion started]
Uwe, Oct06:
A competitor takes a video of the marker falling and hitting the ground. When returning to the spot after landing the marker isn't there any more. Obviously it has been taken away.

Questions:

1- is the video of the competitor of any value ?
2- is there a difference, if observer on board or not ?
3- would the video of the competitor be of any value, if showing a person taking the marker away ?
15 – AIR BAND task [discussion started]
Uwe, Oct06:
when I set up the List of all past Worlds, Europeans and German Nationals, I found the tunnel or channel task.

It was based on a barograph paper, where a certain altitude band was marked. Competitors had to fly within the band and leaving the band was leading to points reduction.

As far as I heard this task was not set again because of problems with the different barograph models and the accuracy of measuring, how long and far the altitude band was left. Also there was a lack of a calculation formula bringing this task on the same level as a JDG or PDG.

I think we have got today all tools which are needed for a revival of this task.

We can adapt parts of our Box task and the idea of Mathijs to double/triple the no. of valid track points.

15.21
AIR BAND 

15.21.1
Competitors will attempt to achieve the greatest distance within an airspace following a set altitude line.

15.21.2
Task data:

a.
description of set altitude line and airspace(s).

b.
definition of starting point

15.21.3
The result is the accumulated time between valid track points in the set airspace(s). Greatest result is best

a. 
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The result is 2x the accumulated time between valid track points in the inner band (set altitude +- 50 ft) plus 1x the accumulated time between valid track points in the outer band (set altitude +- 150 ft) .

 b.

The time starts when crossing the coordinate line xx west or yy north.

What do you think of the revival of the old task ?
16 – unsportsmanlike like behaviour [discussion started]
Mathijs, Oct06:
·     Is it smart or unsupportive to fly something that gives you more points while applying the governing rules properly?

·     Is it the pilot's duty to solve the problems some directors create?

·     When is taken off somewhere else as the rest of the pilots becoming unsportsmanlike?

Look at the following example of a flight in the Mobilux some years ago.

[image: image2.png]>>>

high winds

ground winds {not much steering)

FIN

task 1 Fin with Take-Off in colo
task 2 XDD (Max double drop)

d area
area





In this example one pilot took off at point A to win the XDD task (and the  WHGP points!) he properly dropped his FIN marker before the area and the two XDD markers in the area given him a sure win. Unsportsmanlike or smart?

But the real problem is what to do with the others? E.g. Pilot B or C, they both did better then the rest and as such were smart (or unsportsmanlike as you like). But maybe they were stupid because they tried be smart but were not smart enough. Or maybe they were really stupid and thought that they could make it from there.

When is becoming smart, unsportsmanlike in this example (E to A)? What I am saying is that we don't know why a pilot did this or that; maybe he really measured a wind thinking he could do this or that? Maybe he was actually stupid but won because of that?

The answer to all these questions is difficult and for me not good enough to penalize with an unsportsmanlike behaviour.
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