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1000 Brussels, 21st of December 2011.

FEDERATIONAERONAUTIQUELNTERNATIONALE
Maison du Sport International

avenue de Rhodanie 54

CH-1007 LAUSANNE

(Suisse)

By TELEFAX on nr 00-41-21-345-10-77

Re: The Pelagia Majewska Gliding Medal
Nomination of Mrs Gill Van den Broeck

Dear Mr BADAN, Secretary General,

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the " Aéro-Club Royal de Belgique” (ACRB) (Royal
Belgian Aero Club) we have the honour in presenting the nomination of Mrs Gill Van den
Broeck for the Pelagia Majewska Gliding Medal.

Attached you will find the letter (and his annexes) prepared in September 2011 by the
"Fédération des Clubs Francophones de Vol 2 Voile" (Federation of Gliding Clubs in the
French-speaking part of Belgium) but transmitted to our Aero Club from the moment the
Federation realized that such nomination has to be presented by the NAC of Belgium. We
confirm the terms of this letter and its annexes dated from the 21st of September 2011,

We hope that the nominee could obtain in this way the acknowledgement of her large merits.

Yours faithfully.

On behalf of the Boand of Directors,
{ .
e

V. WIEME, President ACRB

Koninklijke Belgische Aéroclub vzw - Aéro-Club Royal de Belgique asbl
Montoyerstraat 1, bus 12, B-1000 Brusgel - rue Montoyer 1,bte,i2, B-1000 Bruxelles

Tol.: 02-511 79 47 - Fax: 02-512 77 35 - E-mail: info@belgianaeroclubbe - www i
: : .be - ‘belgianaerociub.be
ING Bank 310-0213966-70 - Reg.: 407 693176 ’ ’
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Re: The Pelagia Majewska Gliding Medal
Nomination of Mrs Gill Van den Broeck

CITATION

Gill Van den Broeck is one of the most well known and influential women in the European
and international gliding community, especially in European and World Female gliding cham-
pionships.

She began making a name for herself and breaking Belgian records as early as May 1964 with
a solo flight for 7h29 and in 1965 with altitude gains.

Her envolvement with gliding goes beyond the pure joy of flying. She directed and organized
30 times the annual international "Concours des Ardennes”, 5 of which were official Belgian
Championships. She was Secretary General of "Aero Club des Ardennes™ for 36 years.

In 1985 she received the FAI Paul Tissandier Diploma and in 2005 the "Golden Witch"-
award from the German Aero Club.

She joined Women Soaring Pilots Association in 2005 and is currently still very active in the
official publication of WSPA as well as in different aeronautical magazines and Belgian
newspapers, causing many aeronautical vocations.

She wrote a hook entitled: "History of International Gliding Contests, European and World
Championships for Women™ in which she painstakingly reports about the progression of
women international contests, their obstacles and final triumph having the contest recognized
by the FAI as Women’s World Championship.

She has been representative for Belgium in IGC from 1987 till 1991.
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) s 2 & ¢ Spy, 21 septamber 2011

FCFVV

Fédération des Clubs ‘qucopﬁam:
de Vol & Voile (1.5.B.L.)

Mr. Stephane Despraz

Secretary General

Fédération Aéronautique Internatianale
Avenue Mon Repos, 24

CH ~ 1005 Lausanne

N{Réf.: CR/ac/11/022
The Pelagia Majewska Gliding Medal
Dear Mr, Desprez,

With this letter, and on behalf of the Board of Directors of tha Soaring
Federation of Belgium, we wish to naminate Ms. Gill Van den Broack for the Pelagia
Majewska Gliding Medal.

Gill Van den Broeck-Gebhard 1s one of the most well known and influentlal women in
the European and intemational gliding community, espacially in European and World Female
Gliding Champlonships. Not only has she been taam member and team leader for Belgium
but alzo, and perhaps more impartantly organiser and judge. ,

Gilt got her A licenss in 1854, her B in 1956, C in 1981, D in 1964, aerobatics and E
(altituds) in 1965.She began making a name for herself and braeking racordg as early as
May 1664 in Belgium, with a solo flight In a Mucha, flying for 7 hours and 29 minutes.
December of 18656 she achisved the most altitude galn (4050m) to an absolute altitude of
4850m this time in a KaB. On the sama day in the tandem glider Bijave WA30 with Mme G.
Deffosse as co-pilot she gained 3080m to an absolute altitude of 4080m, again a record. Gill
continuedher record flights between 1689 1o 1894 in duratlon, speed triangle over 100km,
speed triangle over 300km and frea distance in various gliders K7, Twin Astir and Janua B.
Gil's envolvement with gliding goes bayond the pure jay of fiying. She directed and
organized 30 times the annua! Intematlonal « Concoura das Ardennes », § of wich were
official Befgian Championships, sha was sacretary general of Aero Club des Ardennes for
38 yearg, organised many outreach sesslons to future women glider pllots and achool
children, she has written many articles and I$ also an Interprater. In 2005 sha received the
« Golden Witch » Award fram the German Aero Club.

Gill joined WSPA (Women Soaring Pilots Assoc.) during the 2005 Women's World
Championships in Germany. She is currently still very active assistancs in "Hangar Soaring"
(the offleial publication of WSPA). Gill was the reporter gliding in one of our major
nawspapars for years, causing many aeronautical vocations, .

In 2007, Gill wrote a book entitlad: "History of Internanional Gliding Contests, European and
Waorld Championships for Women™. in this small book, Gill palnstakingly reparts about the
progression of women international contests, their obstacles and final triumph having the
contast recognized by the FAI as Wamen's Woarld Champlenships,
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Gill has bean representative of Belgium in IGC from 1987 till 1891,

She currently holds the record for Belgium (with Georgette Litt) of the Out-and-retourn
distance = 321km, the 05.07.1984,

The medal “Pelagia Majewska (who was a friend of Gill and she graatly
admired) would sursly great pleasure and great honar. Thank you for this opportunity 1o
provide a nomination for this important award.,

With kind regards,

Rﬂi%ﬁv‘?\ ’ Philippe HONORE,

President,
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ERONAUTICAL C ICULU AE
GLIDING

GILL VAN DEN BROECK-GEBHARD

Be Reco hts:
Fi i la:
Nuration: Moy 8, 1964, Th29 Mucha Std
Alritude Gain: Decamber 31, 1963 4050 m, Ka-6b
Absolute Altitude: Decomber 31, 1963 4850 m, Ke-6b
Faminine, double seater ag nllot,
Altiude gein, Dec. 31, 1965 with Mrs. G. Defosse as passonger: 3080 m Bljave
Absolute Altitude: December 31,1963 4080 m Bijave
P ar i

Speed on 300 Km FA] Trlangle: June 26, 1976 68,2 Km/h, Ka7

In 1
Duration: June 14, 1569 §hi4, Ka-7
Diatance on Out & Rem; June 15, 1969 132 Km, Ka-7
Speed on 100 Km FAL Triangle: April 22, 1982 43,9 Km/h, Ka-7
Speed an 100 Km PAI Triangle: June 28, (984 76.06 K/ Twin Astlr
Speed on 300 Km FAI Triangle: June 29, 1984 49,1 Km/h Twin Astir
Speed on 100 Km FAI Triangle: July 2, 1984 78.37 Km/h Twin Astie
Speed on 100 Km FAI Triangle: Tuly 3, 1984 103.54 Km/h Twin Astic
Speed on 300 Km Qur & Roturn: July 5, 1584 74.65 Km/h Twin Astir
Free Distance: Jenuary 20, 1993 279.39 Km, Janus C
Freo Distance: July 17, 1994 209.11 Km, Janus 8

Sufe For Acrobntics 16/6/65 Lagham (GB) on Blanik —~ Instr, ROy Smith

International Actjvitles:
Managemant;

1970:  Depury Toam Manager Belginn Souring Team et the World Soaring Champlonships in Marfh Texas (US)

1989:  Co-editor with Ann Welch of the Journal “On the Grid" during the World Sorring Championships in Wicner
Neustadt (Ausiria)

1992:  Official Steward at the Puropsun Soaring Championships in Bekescsaba (Hu)

1997:  Assistant Chlef Scorer at the World Saaring Championships in Salnt Auban (Pr)

For which she recsived the Feench Soaring Federatlon recognition diploma
Renrsssntative;

Of the Belgian Soaring Federntion &t the annun! mestings of the CIVV (Commission Interational de Vol & Voile) end IGC (
Intemational Gliding Commission): 1987 at Frankfurt (D), 1988 at Vienne (Avustrin), 1989 at Paris, 1990 at Paris,
1991 at Queenstown (NZ) and at Berlin-Sshtnhagen (D)

Feminlne European Soaring Championships (1979 till 1999) and Feminlne World Saaring Championships
{2001 and up):

1979 at Dunayjvarea (Hu)

1981  at Cherence (FR)

1983  at St-Hubert (Be)

For which she received FAL Diploma
1985 ot Subotica (Yu)

1987  ar Sumen (Bu)

s Team Chief of the Belglan Team
uy Team Chicf of the Belgian Tcam
& Compatition Direstor and Organizer

a3 Team Chiaf of the Belgian Tcam und elected President of the Jury
s Team Chicf of the Belgian Team

16-01-2012 13:40 07176893398 9% P.003
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1989  at Orel (URSS) as Tecam Chief of the Belgian Team
1991  ut Husbandg-Boswarth (UK) s sreward
1993 ot Cenke-Budojevice (Cz)  as steward

1995  at.Marpingen (Ge) 3 steward
1997 ot Prievidza (Slovakia) as steward
1999  ar Leszno (Pol) es jury membor

Women's World Championships

2001 at Pocunai Kaunas (Lith) a9 stoward

2003 atJihlova (Cz) as chief steward
2005 LKl (De) méember of the Jury
Awards:

Intecmational award (FAD:

1984  Paul Tissandier Diploma
2005  Golden Witeh Award of the German Agfo Club

tion fan Ki s

State Secretary Flemish Culture: Bronzo Medal Sporr Depariment March 2, 1966,

French Speaking Community: Gold Medal Physical Education & Sport November 14, 1996,
Belglan Roysl Acro Club;Performance Certiflcate April 22, 1984

Diploma of Honor March 29, 1984

“Soaring” Prles from the Belgian Sport Pross Assacintion 1965

Organizer and Contest Manager of the 30 “International Competition of the Ardennes” untll 1997,

At numerous occasians this competition glso constituted! the Belgian National Championship.

Organization, with Mrs. G. Litt, of severnl Soaring Meetings at Louvain La Neuve University Campus to encaurage young
Belgian feminine pilors,

Remarka:
General Sccretary of the Aero Club of the Ardennes from 1965 until 2001
Numerous Soefing articles in different aeranautical magazines and in gencral public Belgian Journals such as “La Libre

Belgique™, *Nleuwsblad", “Gazet van Antwerpon” and “Libelle",
Gill is by trude un interpreter and Joutnalist

16-01-2012 13:40 0717689398 99% P.004
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“You've been Great!, Gill”

were born and developed.
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\and it is for this reason vha I really want to thank ber.
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It was in Klix 2005 that together with Angelika Machinek, regrerfully
disappeared in 2006 after a deadly flight accident, we asked
Gill Van den Broeck to translaze the book she had wristen in German
about the History of Women Gliding Competitions and to publish ir.
Gill was conscious thar i would have been hard, but she finally agreed

And now plenty of peaple will be able to know, see and understand

through the words of an eyewirness, the way women gliding competitions

Thank you Gill!

Margot 57

\'\‘Ill“«;t.? e

Alping © e
www.voloavela.it
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Meet 2a WSPA member
G Van den Broeck, Belglum

—

Gill Van don Broeck=Gebhard is-ona of the mast well known and influential wamen in the European and international gliding community,
sspocinlly In Buroponn and Werld Pomale Gliding Championships, Not only has she been a ream member and Leam leader for Balglum but
ulso, snd perhaps more Imporantly organizer and judge. Gill joincd WSPA during the 21005 Women's World Champlonships In Qermany

Belgian Records flights:

Peminine Singlo:
Duration: May 9, 1964, Th29
Mucha Std
Altitude Qain: December 31, 1565
4050 m, Ka~6b
Ahsolutz Altiude: December 31, 1963
4850 m, Ko-6b
Peminine, donbly sontar an pllot,
Altitude gain, Dec, 31, 1965
with Mrs, G, Defossc as pasaenger: 3080 m
Bijave
Absolute Altltude; December 31,1965
4080 m
Bijave
All categorles Dual Seater as paasenger of Baudouin Lits;
Speed on 300 Km FAI Triangle! June 26, 1976
68.2 Km/h, Ka7
feminine Doubla Seater as possenger of Goorgotte Lilt:
Duration: June 14, 1969
5hl4, Kes?
Distance an Out & Return: June 15, 1959
132 Km, Ka-7
Speed on 100 K FAI Triangle: Apeil 22, 1982
43.9 Kevh, Kas?
Speed on 100 Km RPAJ Trisngle: June 28, 1984
76.06 Knvh
Twin Agtir
3pasd on 300 Km FAT Triangle: June 29, 1084
49,1 Km/h
Twin Astir
Speed on 100 Km FAIT Triangle: July 2, 1984
78,37 Km/h
Twin Astlr
Speed on 100 Km FA! Trimngle! July 3; 1984
103.54 Km/h )
Twin Astir
Speed an 300 Ky Our & Returnt July 5, 1984
74,65 Km/h
Twin Astr
Fres Distanca: Januacy 20, 1993
279.39 Km, Janua C
Froc Distance: July 17, 1994

. 30911 Km, Junus B

Sofe For Aorobatics 16/6/65 l.asham (GB) on Blunik - Instr. Roy
Smith

Internationn} Activitlen:
Management:

13:41 071789386

1970;  Deputy Tewm Menager Belgien Soaring Team at the
World Soaring Chumplanghips in Marfu Teaus (US)

1989:  Co-editor with Ann Weleh of the Jaurnal “On the Qrid”
durlng tha Warld Soaring Championahips in Wiener
Neustadt (Austria)

1992:  Officlal Swward at the Buropaon Sosring Champlons
ships in Bokescsnby (Hu)

1957 Assistant Chlel Scorer al the Warld Soaring Champian-
chipa In Salnt Auban (Fr)

For which aho received tha French Soaring Fedaration recognition

diplomu

Representatlve:

Of the Belgian Soaring Federation at the annual meetings of the
ClVV (Commifssion Interational de Vol & Voile) and IGC ( Inter-
netlonal Qliding Commisaion); 1987 at Frankfurt (D), 1988 at
Vienne (Austris), 1989 at Parls, 1990 at Parls, 1991 at
Queenstown (NZ) and at Berlin-Schgnhagen (D)

Feminine European Searing Champlonships (1979 til
1999) and Feminlne World Soaring Champlonships
(2001 and up):
1979 at Dunuujvoros (Hu)
the Belglen Team
1981 a1 Cherence (FR)
the Belgian Team
1981  at St-T{uban (Be)
Diraczor and Organizer

For which she recgived FAI Diplomn
198 a1 Subatien (Yu) 2z Team Chief of
the Belglan Team and slected President of the Jury

p9 Team Chicf of
ma Team Chjat of

az Compotition

1987 atSumen (Bu) ax Team Chief of
the Belginn ToAM
1989 ot Orel (UR3S) a8 Team Chief of
the Belgian Team
1991 ot Hushanda-Bosworth (UK) as steward
1993 o Ceske~Budojevies (Cz) ns steward
1995 andMamingon (Gc) oA Aleward
1997 ot Briovidza (Slovokis) na steward
19954t Leazno (Pal) ng jury member
Waomen's World Champlonshipa
2001 et Pocunai Keumns (Lith) a9 steward
2003 at Jiklava (C2) ua chief steward
2005 et Klix (Da) ?wmher ofthe

; ury

Awnrils:

Internntional award (FATD):
1985 Paul Tissandier Diploma
2005 Ciolden Witoh Award of the German Aero Club

National nvwards, Belginn Kingdem:
St Sccretory Flemish Culturo: Bronze Medal Spon Dopartment

March 2, 1866.

98% P.007
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French Speaking Community: Gold Modal Physical Education &
Sport Novenber 14, 1996,

Ardennea from 1968 untll 2001

& Numorous Soaring arucles in different acro-
A nautical magazines and in geneval public
(X} Belgian journals sach as “La Libre Bel-
b4 gique”, “Nicuwsblud”, “Qazet van Anwers

Belgian Royal Aero Club;Performance Certificata April 22, 1984
Diplomn of Honor March 29, 1984
“Soaring" Price from the Belgian Sport Press Association 1965

Natlonal Activirles:

Organizer and Cantest Managar of the 30 “International Competis
tion of'the Ardennas” until 1997,

Al numerous oconsions this competition also constituted tho Bele
glan Nationn] Championship. :

Organization, with M. 0. Litt, of several Soaring Moctings ot
louvein La Neuve University Campus o encourage young Bels
gian femining pilats,

Gl and CaoBao LI,
two outatanding Bels
glum pllota In 2008

Wispering palm-trees.. .oy Gill Van den Broeck

High, higher, highaat in Bittarwaaser ~ Namibla

Beosep-bootp-heap-bip « tha saund af the sudia-varlomatar in our glider rises requiarly and slowly reachas the extrema limk ol trvé round Instrument at

5 melac/aacond lo move 1o more. Whan wa décide o bring eoma variation In the regular tharmal clrcling of our Nimbus 3DM, the glider, apparantly with-
out any efforl fums the splraling Into a nlca stralght dolphin-lignt aver the red Kalaharl dosert and its wild baauty. Iis rad carpel dlaplays the ever changing
shadows of the cumulus clouda which are slowdy geting smallar and smaliar, And ook al that Hardapdam balow...hs must have beon quita whimsical, the
antist who imaglned these blzarre sullines of the dam | ,

The fantastie vistblllly aliaws a claar view of 6 narrew grey wall qulle far in tha distance : @ hadvy ehower no doubt mere thaa welcoméd by the grateful
Namibizn fammers -unfortunately the rara caln 1heso fast monthe has not succaadad In releasing enough of this ifa-bringing heavenly walar, gitt of heaven
on \ha driad out Elaphant rives, wiiggling Ita way through tha 1andacaps ko a narvous esl.

Somawhets more (o the south...shouldn’t wa find asma tracod of tha old meleorila shower pouring déwn on earth thausands and thousands of yearo ago?
More than 20 lens of famous spaca rock and stone bloake must hava crealsd quile & cratar In thesa eurteundings. Or has Lhis rock shower craahed on
sarih (00 long ago? Or mayba wa hava baen cfimbing foa high? Atimetar 4000 m - Ume far oxygen, A2, wa fo longer use tha ‘old fashloned axygen mask
but the i4ubad cannula in both noalrls, Whon | take out e cannula bacauas | hava o blew my nose ={ air canditioning inalde and tropleal heat cutsida 1)
a short alarm signal immadiately passes fha waming and sa doea the pliol : OXYGEN |

Tha variometar has stoppad lia beap-haep aang, probably i wes 10a dull of toe monatanous, Bul do { raaly aes what 1 ¢68? Can this ha right? The alime-
tar hag by far exceeded its imiis .. This cannot ba real, this s reatly ot possible : tha clouds are baing pulled togalar, galting darker and darker...and
then (ney dlsappaar, Suddanly only stara lightan tha sky. Loek thare, | discavar the Southem Cross. Its upper star on the right evan winke at me. And now
the moon Join in, turning on lia round back 80 ta ba aha to direclly look up Into space, Bul what I really happaning, climbing cannot passlbly go on for-
evar? :

AND THEN | woks up...

Waa (s really a dream® Without making nalaa an tiplos | 6fp oul of the Biterwassar number 25 bungalow. Quistly stralling along the palm-trae walk with
Its Naal of gidara, carafully coverad by thelr proteciing “pylamac®, | sm scrutinizing the dark blue slarmy eky. Yos, the Southern Cross la 6tll there; but i
doot notwink at me Bny mora.

A dronm, this time raal, for teglelraion ko the fight bock raada : 1701 /2004 ~ Nimbua 3 DM-VS-GAK- Depanure Ume 14.09.07 - Temp 40°C - Afliude
5200 m-Landing 17.26.39 = tamp 39* C - Pilol Hansjoarg Schwelzar { with many haartfak thanks frem your co-pliot GIi Van den Broack-Gebhard)

What 2 way t calahrala New Yea! ‘

QLc fra'n page 2

Chrigline Schmaizar, ASW27
705.08 km e ; i
Grace Higpina, Grob 102 ExIH A Lkt
) ahamz o ! LRSS, i m,w o]
o ; K
213,37 km & y :I;‘_‘ MU
Valeria Peget, PWS ghomi o
208.08 km . e '3""’“«-1— P
Caihy Willama, Discus ‘ LAl lie
169,25 km
Holland/ Oseatio, DGE0S
14344 km*
“hewn dual

16-01-2012  13:42 071789888 99% P.008
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Wispering palm-trees...by Gill Van den Broeck

High, higher, highest in Bitterwasser - Namibia

Boeeep-beeap-beep-bip ~ the sound of the audio-variometer in our glider rises regularly and slowly reaches the extrem limit of the round
instrument at 5 meter/second to move no more. When we decide {o bring some variation in the regular themal circling of our Nimbus 3DM,
the glider, apparently without any effort tums the spiraling Into 2 nice straight dolphin-flight over the red Kalahari desert and its wild beauly.
Is red carpet displays the ever changing shadows of the cumulus clouds which are slowly getting smaller and smaller. And look at that
Hardapdam below...he must have besn quite whimsical, the artist who imagined these bizarre outlines of the dem !

The fantastic visibillty &llows a clear view of a nartow grey wall quite far in the distance : & heavy shower no deubt more than welcomed by
the grateful Namibian farmers -unfortunately the rare rain these last months has not succeeded in releasing enough of this life-bringing
heavenly water, gift of heaven on the drled out Elephant river, wriggling its way through the fandscape like a nervous eel,

Semewhare more to the south...shouldn't we find some traces of the old meteorite shower pouring down an earth thousands and
thousands of years ago?

More than 20 tons of ferrous space rock and stone blocks must have created quite a crater in these surroundings. Or has this rock shower
crashed on garth too Jong ago? Or maybe we have been climbing too high? Altimeter 4000 m - lime for oxygen, no, we no longer use the
old faghioned oxygen mask but the bi-tubed cannula in both nostrils. When | take out the cannula because | have to blow my nose —{ air
conditioning inside nd tropical heat outside ! ) a short alarm signal immediately passes the waming and so does the pllot : OXYGEN |
The variometer has stopped ils beap-beep song, prabably it was too dull or loo menotenous. But do | really see what | see? Gan this be
right? The altimeter has by far exceaded Its limits ., This cannot be real, this is really not possible : the clouds are baing pulled together,
getting darker and darkar...and then they disappear. Suddenly only starg lighten the sky, Look there, | discover tha Southem Cross, Its
upper star on the right aven winks at me. And now the moon joins in, turning on its round back so to be able fo directly look up into space.
But what is really happening, cllmbing cannot possibly go on foraver?

AND THEN | woke up..,

Was this really a dream? Without making noise on tiploe | ship out of the Bitlerwasser number 25 bungalow, Quietly strolling along the
palm-tree walk with its fieet of gliders, carefully covered by their protecting “pyjamas’, | am scrutinizing the dark blue starry sky. Yes, the
Southern Cross fs still there; but it does not wink at me any mere.

A draam, this time raal, for registration In the flight book reads : 1 /01 / 2004 — Nimbus 3 DM-VS-GAK- Depariure time 14,09.07 - Temp
40°C - Altitude 5200 m -Landing 17.26.39 — temp 39° C - Pilot Hansjoery Schwaizer { with many heartfelt thanka from your co-pilot Gill
Van den Broeck-Gebhard) What a way 1o celebrate New Year
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